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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Remember to Pray” 

Remember to pray for all people, including leaders.  

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in 

authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 

Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth. 

 

Weekly Article 
Brotherly Kindness 

(From the “Truth for the World” website) 

 

In the Old Testament, the first two brothers that we find are 

Cain and Abel. Genesis 4:2 reveals that Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 

Cain was a tiller of the ground. In other words, Abel was a shepherd, 

and Cain was a farmer. Both men offered sacrifices to God. Cain 

offered some fruit of the ground, and Abel offered the firstling of his 

flock. Abel’s sacrifice was acceptable and pleased God, but Cain’s was 

unacceptable. 

 

Now, some have said that the reason that one was accepted and 

the other was not is because it was an animal sacrifice. Others have 

proposed that it was acceptable because Abel offered the best of what he 

had and Cain did not. But this is not the point we wish to put forth in 

our lesson today. We want to notice that Cain became very angry and 

jealous of his brother. In fact, his anger became so kindled that he killed 

Abel. The Lord came to Cain (Genesis 4:9) and asked him, Where is 

Abel thy brother? Cain replied, I know not: am I my brother's keeper? 

Of course, God knew that Cain had actually taken his brother’s life, and 

so a punishment was placed upon him. He was made a fugitive and a 

vagabond. A mark was placed upon Cain so that others would not kill 

him. That’s the story of the first two brothers of the Old Testament. You 

may read that account in Genesis 4. 

 

The first two brothers of the New Testament are Peter and 

Andrew. One day, Andrew found Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He then 

went to find his brother Peter and told him, We have found the 

Messiah. After this Andrew brought Peter to the Lord, and you can read 

that story in John the first chapter. 
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What a vast difference we see between these two sets of brothers! In the Old Testament, one brother 

killed the other. In the New Testament, one brother led the other to the Lord. Our lesson today concerns 

Brotherly Kindness. 

 

What exactly did Cain accomplish with his action toward Abel? Cain accomplished only that which was of 

a negative nature. In the first place, he became very angry. It is possible to become angry and still not sin; 

Ephesians 4:26 says, Be ye angry, and sin not... (Eph 4:26) It is never right to be angry when an injury is done to 

oneself. It is often right to be angry when an injustice is brought upon others. In Mark 11, Jesus entered the 

temple and observed that those who sold sacrifices and served as moneychangers were there. He realized that they 

were taking advantage of the people. So, He overthrew their tables and drove them from the temple. His 

statement was, It is written, My house shall be called a house of prayer: but ye make it a den of robbers (Matthew 

21:13). Jesus became angry, but he did not sin. Selfish anger is always sin, but selfless anger can be positive and 

morally right. 

 

This was one of Cain’s problems. He was angry for the wrong reason. We need to be extremely careful 

about our anger. When we are angry, this is the time when it is the easiest to sin. We often say things when angry 

that we should not and would not normally say. 

 

In Numbers 20, there is a sad story in the life of Moses, the great Law-giver of Israel. The Israelites were 

in the wilderness and were thirsty. The Lord told Moses to speak to the rock before them and water would come 

forth. Moses was very angry with the people, and as he stood by the rock, he said something he regretted for the 

rest of his life. He said in Numbers 20:10, Hear now, ye rebels; shall we bring you forth water out of this rock? 

He then struck the rock, instead of speaking to it, and water came forth. But God was displeased with Moses. In 

his anger, Moses took the credit for bringing forth the water. Now, normally Moses would not have done this, but 

his anger caused him to sin. It was for this very incident that Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land. 

 

How many times have people been hurt by angry words? How many friendships have been broken over 

angry words? How many homes have been divided because one or more decided to use an angry word? 

 

*Article continued next week 


