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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Growth” 
Without God nothing grows. 

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” 
1 Corinthians 3:6 

 
The Future of the Church 
Johnny Ramsey (deceased) 

 
God is to be glorified in the church, by Christ Jesus, forever (Ephesians 
3: 21). Christ purchased the church with His blood (Acts 20: 28) and is 
the only foundation of that spiritual body He promised to build 
(Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians 3:11). Since we are taught to seek first 
this Divine arrangement we must be vitally concerned with the 
progress and future welfare of the Lord's church (Matthew 6:33). The 
future of the church ought to be bright. It will be challenging, and it 
might be sad. It all depends upon our zeal, love and courage. For, if the 
church fails it will not be because of Divine mandate but because of 
human mistake! 
 
One of the biggest problems today is a lack of backbone in exposing 
error. Instead of being “set for the defense of the gospel” (Philippians 
1:17) many brethren allow untruth to enter the body of Christ and then 
try to “love it out.” Something worse than the bubonic plague will be 
the result. Only truth makes us free (John 8:32) so error must be 
exposed. We need to use the “sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17), 
God's word, as we fight with all our might in the spiritual warfare (1 
Timothy 6:12). When our “spirits stir within us” and as we view false 
doctrine we will just have to “contend earnestly for the faith” (Acts 
17:16 Jude 3). 
 
The future of Christ’s church will be very dim if we forget the law of 
exclusion. This Divine principle is not mentioned as frequently as it 
used to be - or now ought to be - and men are running roughshod over 
the silence of the Scriptures. When Noah did exactly what God told 
him to do (Genesis 6:2 2) he pleased Jehovah (Hebrews 11:6-7). When 
Uzzah did not explicitly obey he was struck dead (2 Samuel 6). When 
Moses did more than God said (Numbers 20) and the sons of Aaron did 
something other than God commanded sorrow and loss ensued. Let us 
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter 4:11) and honor the silence of 
the Scriptures (Hebrews 1:5). To go beyond the doctrine of Christ will 
darken the future of the church (2 John 9). 
 
To have a bright tomorrow the church must be the bulwark of truth (1 
Timothy 3:15) through bold preaching of the Bible. We must exalt 
Christ in all His beauty Colossians 3:16-17) as we keep the church pure 
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through discipline of worldly members (1 Corinthians 5 and 2Thessalonians 3). We must dethrone human 
traditions, exhort slothful brethren and diligently pursue righteousness (Hebrews 3:13 and 2 Peter 1:4-11). 
 
The future of the kingdom depends upon the development of love in all of our lives. Yes, love for God 
(Psalms 107:21) which results in keeping his Commandments (1 John 5:3). Also, we desperately need love 
for the Bible (Psalms 119:97). This love will cause us to continue in the Scriptures (John 8:31). We must 
deepen our love for lost souls if we would be like Christ who died for all (2 Corinthians 5:14). If we hide the 
gospel, we have caused many to be lost (2 Corinthians 4:3). If the Lord left the ivory palaces of glory that 
we might be redeemed, then surely, we can love the lost enough to share the splendor of the Savior with 
them. 
 

Last of all, the future the church will be bright indeed - if we, who are members of the church, love the family 
of God enough to perpetuate its pristine glory. 

 
 


