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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Examine Yourself” 
The humble Christian will examine themselves concerning 
their spiritual walk. That same Christian will also find ways 

in which they can be better 
 

 
The God We Serve 
By Toney L. Smith 

 
God has revealed Himself to all of mankind. He is 

revealed in His created universe (Psalm 19; Romans 1:18 22) 
and He has clearly shown Himself in His written revelation 
(Hebrews 11:1 3; Romans 10:17). Thus, we can know who 
God is and what He expects from His creation. John, by 
inspiration, stated that eternal life and knowing God are 
joined together (1 John 5:13). James gives an insight into the 
character of God. To recognize these attributes should move 
us to have more respect for Him. In James 1:12 17 we see at 
least three things that all men must come to realize.  
 
1. GOD IS A GIVER. (James 1:17, also vs. 5) The literal 
translation of verse 5 is, “let a man ask of a giving God.” 
This would contrast the true and living God with the “dead 
gods” which could give nothing! God’s nature is to be 
loving, giving and forgiving. He gave His Son for our 
salvation (John 3:16). He gave the gospel which reveals His 
plan of man’s salvation (Romans 1:16). He gives the peace 
which “passeth all understanding” (Philippians 4:7). And by 
Him we have a hope which is sure and steadfast (Colossians 
1:5, 23, 27). God has “given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3).  
 
2. GOD IS UNCHANGING. (James 1:17) Man needs 
security and stability for successful living. It is comforting to 
know that God is unchanging. His love for us does not 
change (Romans 8:38 39), His justice does not change 
(Romans 2:1, 11), and His requirements upon men today are 
unchanging. He has always commanded that men have faith 
(Hebrews 11:6ff) and that they obey all of His 
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commandments (Hebrews 10:26 31; 11:1 38). His unchanging nature helps us to know of our 
relationship with Him.  
 
3. GOD CREATED MAN FOR A SPECIFIC PURPOSE. (James 1:17) Man’s whole duty is 
summarized in Ecclesiastes 12:13 14; “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.” Man’s 
purpose is to keep His commandments. It may not be popular. Nevertheless, this is God’s 
purpose for us. We are told to “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). “Teach me thy way, O 
LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name” (Psalm 86:11). 
 


