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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Don’t Lose Heart” 
We hear some talk about how bad things are today. No doubt the world 
has its problems. Just remember we are not experiencing anything that 

hasn’t happened before. Remember the flood? 
Genesis 6:5-7 

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the 

earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the Lord said, “I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both 
man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry 

that I have made them.” 
Believe it or not things today could be worse.  

Pray and do not lose heart. 
 

VILE AFFECTIONS 
Toney L. Smith 

 
Have you noticed lately how the same-sex movement folk are getting 
bolder and bolder? Television commercials are now “slipping in” the 
same-sex agenda. One jewelry company’s ad shows a man giving an 
engagement ring to his male partner. This part of the commercial is so 
quickly done that we almost miss the intent of that ad. Movies blatantly 
portray this “vile affection” as normal and acceptable. The phrase “vile 
affections” is found in Romans 1:26 and almost defines itself. The 
American Standard Version of the Bible uses the term “vile passions.” 
In Romans 1:24-32 God denounced same-sex relationships and “gave 
them over to a reprobate mind.” Due to the lusts of their own hearts, 
God gave them up to uncleanness (verse 24). This trend might be 
normal and acceptable to some, but it is an abomination in God’s sight; 
“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination” 
(Leviticus 18:22). Question: If this abomination is to be considered 
normal, why would God’s word declare those who engage in such be put 
to death (Leviticus 20:13)? What has become acceptable to much of our 
society, is STILL an abomination to the Lord. Just because people call a 
thing good, normal, or acceptable does not make it so, “Woe unto them 
that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20).  
This ungodly life-style dishonors God. It dishonors one’s own body, and 
it dishonors all of mankind!  
The liberal and vile thinkers of today are fighting hard to remove God 
from public view. And, it is sad to say that to a great degree, they have 
been successful in that campaign. When God and His word are 
removed there will be NO restraints in any area of life. With no 
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guidelines to follow every man will do that which is right in his own eyes (Judges 17:6). Can you imagine a world 
without God? And be assured, that is exactly where the liberal element wants to take us! We would do well to 
remember, “… The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God…”  
Those who blindly support the homosexual movement have not read, or they have dismissed Romans 1:21-32. 
This passage of scripture clearly proclaims God’s condemnation concerning vile affections: “For this cause God 
gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against 
nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which 
was meet” (Romans 1:26-27). Some cry out that God made them that way! Notice please that these verses reveal 
that the women “CHANGED the natural use into that which is against nature; and likewise, also the men, 
LEAVING the natural use of the woman burned in their lust one toward another…” Those who are involved in 
this “vile affection” have no use for God nor for His word. They do not like to “… retain God in their 
knowledge…” (Verse 28). Good people, when God is removed, there will be no boundaries nor restrictions by 
which men are to live.  
How has this vile lifestyle been able to take over television, magazines, billboards, etc.? In part, it is because 
people are taking a neutral position on the subject. They practice the “don’t ask, don’t tell policy” or the “live and 
let live” mindset. This agenda has permeated many areas in our world because far too many have become silent 
on the matter. The “silent majority” are guilty of letting these actions continue without protest. I know of several 
who have put people in public office who are active in vile lifestyle or who condoned this ungodly, unnatural way 
of living. To put someone in a place of authority is to be guilty of promoting the sinful practice. In today’s legal 
terminology it is called aiding and abetting. This legal term means, “The act of helping, encouraging, or supporting 
someone in the commission of an act.” Thus, when we put someone in a position of authority who advocates, 
condones, or promotes an evil act, we are supporting the abomination (Romans 1:32). Even though Saul of 
Tarsus did not throw a stone, he consented to the death of Stephen and thereby was partaker of their evil deed 
(Acts 8:1). 


