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What is the significance of Christ being born a Virgin? 

By Bryan Braswell 

 

The significance of Christ’s birth has led many to wonder with awe while 

causing others to stand in skepticism and reject the Bible, Christianity, and Christ 

Himself — albeit without good reason. The one who ponders the power of the 

Christ must connect it with the baby Jesus, the eventual Savior of the world, with 

His most miraculous conception and birth. To ask this question is to consider the 

nature of Christ’s character and everyone’s salvation. These two things are 

contingent upon the validity of Jesus’ virgin birth. To ask this question, consider 

the true significance, and deduce the right answer from the Bible is to walk away 

with a greater appreciation of many things regarding the salvation born by a man 

— God Almighty in the flesh, who truly was conceived miraculously and 

literally begotten by the God of creation (John 1:1-5, 14; 3:16; Galatians 4:4; 1 

John 1:1-5 et al.). 

Paul wrote that in the fullness of the time, God sent Christ to us, born of 

a woman (Galatians 4:4). The birth of Christ, then, was not subject to any human 

merit. First, God sent Christ but how? Natural child birth occurs according to 

natural laws with God giving children their spirits at conception, but this is not a 

miraculous event (Numbers 16:22; 27:26; Job 12:10; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Isaiah 

57:16; Jeremiah 1:5; Zechariah 12:1; Hebrews 12:9 et al.). Christ is eternal in 

spirit; therefore, He was not the same as all children (mankind) who have their 

spirits given at conception by God. Jesus was born an infant, a child, but we must 

see Him as the Lord, as God full of grace and truth (Luke 2:40; John 1:1-5, 14, 

16-17). This is why Christ was born of a virgin. He was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, the third person of the Godhead (Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:31-35). It is not 

unnatural to ask how this could be. Mary herself, the mother, a virgin, asked: 

“How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” However, it is a most marvelous 

fact that God sent or gave His only begotten Son into the world to save it from sin 

and disarray (John 3:16-17). This was a miraculous event that one cannot explain 

but cannot deny. 

A picture of Christ’s humility in birth and life is seen in Philippians 2:5- 

8. This is a key to understanding Christ being equal with God — Deity in the 

flesh, Himself being God — made in the likeness or fashion of a man (verse 8). 

Humility is the key to why God sent His only begotten Son into the world. 

Through this process, God expressed His humility! Therefore, because of grace, 

Christ was born. Further, God sent His Son into the world to die (2 Corinthians 

8:9; 9:15). This is truly amazing and deduced from the fact that Christ was born 

of a virgin, to live a humble obedient life to the will of His Father. He was truly 

full of grace and truth (John 1:14, 16-17). 

Second, Paul expressed that it was in the “fullness of the time” when 

Christ was come. This too is significant to the virgin birth. The fact that this event 

was foreseen in a previous time, before Paul’s time, is relevant to the significance 

of the virgin birth. Isaiah the prophet of Israel and Old Testament Judaism saw 

the Lord before His birth (Isaiah 9:6). He prophesied of this event (Isaiah 7:14). 
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His prophecy occurred some seven hundred years before the actual event. Matthew tells us, in fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophecy, Jesus was born of a virgin to fulfill this prophecy specifically (Matthew 1:21-23). Now, this then solidifies 

and confirms God’s word as true. Therefore, we can “know that we know” and walk by faith according to the absolute 

salvation granted because of Christ’s life and death on the cross (cf. 1 John 1:1-4; 2:1-3). Skeptics and liberal 

translators that reject this absolute truth deny themselves salvation and also reject God’s word as true. Jesus was born in 

the right time according to prophecy. There was no mistake about this in the mind of the eternal God. In fact, prophecy 

surrounding the birth of the Savior first appeared in the beginning (Genesis 3:15). The “seed of a woman” would defeat 

the seed of Satan, which He did (cf. Revelation 12:9). That seed, in the beginning, Paul tells us was Christ (Galatians 

3:16). Christ in the fullness of time was born of a virgin signifying fulfillment of God’s word of hope. In part, 

redemption hinged upon this factor. 

Finally, if Jesus was not born of the virgin, then what part of deity would be represented on the cross of 

Calvary? If Joseph, his natural father, was actually able to state, “He was my only begotten Son,” then who or what 

would our salvation be based upon? It would be difficult to understand the Deity of Christ, the one and only suitable 

sacrifice for our sins (cf. Psalm 49:7-8; Isaiah 53; John 1:29) if his birth was merely of natural laws/birth. But, it was 

not. Christ was born of the virgin. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit. He lived a sinless, spotless life that no one can 

do or perfectly parrot as merely men in the flesh (1 John 1:5-10; 2:1-3). Christ was born and lived so that all men can 

live. His life is our perfect example. We must place our trust in His redemption because of such (Psalm 130:7-8). Jesus, 

because of His virgin birth, can claim that He and the Father are truly one (John 5:17-18). The virgin born Savior — 

100% God in the flesh, but 100% man too — suffered, bled, and died the physical death of all, so that He could 

conquer such. This is significant to the virgin birth of Christ. Without this factor, we would perhaps be able to place 

Christ on an equal par with every self proclaimed redeemer, prophet, or soothsayer naturally born. Christ, though, is not 

in that category. He was the Savior of the world, in part, because of His most significant birth. That which was born of 

Mary was called the Son of God because of the virgin birth; He is the Savior of the World (Luke 1:35). Through Adam, 

we fail, but through Christ, we live (Romans 5:12-15). Truly grace hung on that cross, having humbled Himself to such 

a death (2 Corinthians 8:9; 9:15). Nevertheless by this, we can be saved today. God’s grace truly does save if we will 

receive and obey such (John 1:12). The virgin birth is just one more factor of grace, or unmerited favor, extended from 

God. The virgin birth was in fact a part of God’s free gift (Romans 6:23). 


