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What Purpose Does The Old Testament Serve Today? 

 

The old covenant was written as a shadow of a new and 

better way which is the New Testament. Hebrews 10:1 says,  

"For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 

not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices 

which they offered year by year continually make the comers 

thereunto perfect." The old covenant was written for our learning. In 

Romans 15:4 Paul wrote, "For whatsoever things were written 

aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and 

comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 

 

The old covenant was written for an example and for our 

admonition. In 1 Corinthians 10:11 Paul wrote,  

"Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and 

they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 

world are come." 

 

When Did The Old Testament Go Out Of Effect? 

 

The old covenant went out of effect after the testator of the 

New Testament died. Hebrews 9:16 says, "For where a testament is, 

there must also of necessity be the death of the testator." The testator 

of the New Testament is Christ Jesus. Paul wrote, "Blotting out the 

handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 

us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross" (Colossians 

2:14). Thus, the Old Testament went out of effect at the death of 

Jesus. The New Testament of the testator was made known at the 

first preaching of the gospel of Christ (Acts 2:22-40) on the day of 

Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem in AD 33 as was prophesied. 

 

Why Did The Old Testament Become Of No Effect? 

 

The old covenant could not take away sins. Hebrews 10:4 & 

11 says,  

"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 

should take away sins." (11) "And every priest standeth daily 

ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can 

never take away sins." 

 

The old covenant contained faults. Hebrews 8:7 says, "For if 

that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been 

sought for the second." 
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The old covenant was a shadow and not the real. Hebrews 8:5 says that the Old Testament priests "serve 

unto the example and shadow of heavenly things." Further, the Hebrews writer said, "the law having a shadow 

of good things to come, and not the very image of the things..." (Hebrews 10:1). 

 

Since The Bible Teaches... 

 

Since the Bible teaches these things concerning the Old Testament then we should not live according to 

the Ten Commandments or any other Old Testament mandate. To go back to the Old Testament is to go back to 

a time when sin could not be removed. Thus, "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 

justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace" (Galatians 5:4). Since the law of Moses was a shadow, contained 

faults, and could not take away sins, why would anyone want to live under the Old Testament? 


