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Why Follow God’s Salvation Plan 

By Jerry Dickinson 

 

God’s plan for salvation is simple and within the reach of all 

men. But, when you check with the salvation plans of different 

denominational churches, you have a hard time locating two that 

teach identical plans for man to be saved! God’s plan for the 

salvation of each and every human is always the same. Every person 

has the ability to listen to His plan and embrace it. Everyone has the 

capability of believing his perfect plan. Everyone can repent and turn 

away from his sins. It is in the reach of everyone to submit to 

baptism by the authority of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

So why do so many men try to be saved by the plan of someone else? 

What is the danger of following the plan of someone else? 

Only One has all authority from G od to put forth a plan for 

man’s salvation. “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew 28:18). 

The word power also refers to the authority in heaven and in earth! 

Jesus then stated the final act that seals man’s initial salvation. “Go 

ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19). 

Following that statement, Jesus put forth a very important principle 

of remaining faithful following baptism. “Teaching them to observe 

all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:20). If 

we want Jesus to be the author of our salvation, it is necessary that 

we obey Him. “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by 

the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the 

author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; (Hebrews 

5:8-9). If we use the doctrines of men in the place of our Lord’s, our 

worship will be in vain! “But in vain they do worship me, teaching 

for do ctrines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:9). Anyone 

who puts forth a salvation plan without the autho rity of God behind 

it is a thief! “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Jesus is the good Shepherd, 

any anyone else that comes up with another salvation plan does not 

care for the sheep! “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 

giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the 

shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 

leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 

scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, 

and careth not for the sheep” (John 10:11-13). 

It is very simple; when Jesus says that one must hear the 

gospel, believe it, repent of his sins, and submit to baptism by His 

Father’s and the Holy Spirit’s authority, it is a very foolish man who 

would leave His plan and embrace the plan of a thief who does not 

care for his welfare whatsoever. Our Lord has devised a plan for 
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man’s salvation with conditions that is in the reach of everyone. I now ask you a question, “Have you met those 

conditions or have you embraced a plan put forth by some man who has no authority from God?” Your answer 

will matter a lot on the day of judgment! 


