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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Difficult to See” 

If it’s difficult for others to see your faithfulness to God, imagine 

how HE feels.  

 

Weekly Article 

3 Good Reasons to Believe the Bible is from God 

Part 4 

by Eric Lyons & Kyle Butt 

 

REASON #2: SCIENTIFIC ACCURACY AND 

FOREKNOWLEDGE (Part 1) 

 

While the Bible does not present itself as a scientific or medical 

textbook, it is only reasonable that if God really did inspire the books 

of the Bible, they would be completely accurate in every scientific or 

medical detail found within their pages. Furthermore, all scientific 

and medical errors that fill the pages of other ancient, non-inspired 

texts should be entirely absent from the biblical record. Is the Bible 

infallible when it speaks about scientific disciplines, or does it 

contain the errors that one would expect to find in the writings of 

fallible men in ancient times? 

 

The Egyptians were renowned in the ancient world for their progress 

in the field of medicine. Dr. Samuel Massengill, early 20th-century 

pharmaceutical chemist, noted that “Egypt was the medical center of 

the ancient world” (1943, p. 13). Herodotus recorded that it was king 

Darius’ practice “to keep in attendance certain Egyptian doctors, 

who had a reputation for the highest eminence in their profession” 

(Herodotus, 3.129). Among the ancient documents that detail much 

of the Egyptian medicinal knowledge that has survived, the Ebers 

Papyrus (discovered in 1872) ranks as one of the foremost sources 

(Bryan, 1930, p. 1). It consists of a host of medical remedies 

purported to heal, enhance, and prevent. “Altogether 811 

prescriptions are set forth in the papyrus, and they take the form of 

salves, plasters, and poultices; snuffs, inhalations, and gargles; 

draughts, confections, and pills; fumigations, suppositories, and 

enemata” (p. 15). Among the hundreds of prescriptions, we find 

disgusting treatments that caused much more harm than good. For 

instance, under a section titled “What to do to draw out splinters in 

the flesh,” a remedy is prescribed consisting of “worm blood, mole, 

and donkey dung” (p. 73). Remedies to help heal skin diseases 

included such things as cat dung, dog dung, and a hog’s tooth (p. 92). 

It seems that the Egyptians were among the first to present the idea 

of “good and laudable pus” (McMillen and Stern, 2000, p. 10). 

While it must be noted that some of the Egyptian medicine was 

helpful, the harmful remedies and ingredients cast a sickening 
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shadow of untrustworthiness on the entire Egyptian endeavor as viewed by the modern reader. 

 

Admittedly, the Bible is not devoted to long lists of medical prescriptions. The Bible writers did not intend to 

write a medical textbook. There are, however, especially in the first five books of the Old Testament, numerous 

rules for sanitation, quarantine, and other medical procedures that were to govern the daily lives of the 

Israelites. Interestingly, the harmful remedies and ingredients prescribed by other ancient civilizations are 

missing entirely from the pages of the Bible. In fact, the Pentateuch exhibits an understanding of germs and 

disease that the “modern” medical community did not grasp until relatively recently.  

 

Germs, Labor Fever, and Biblical Sanitation 

 

In 1847, an obstetrician named Ignaz Semmelweis was the director of a hospital ward in Vienna, Austria. Many 

pregnant women checked into his ward, but 10-18% of those women never checked out. About one out of every 

six that received treatment in Semmelweis’ ward died of labor fever (Nuland, 2003, p. 31). Autopsies revealed 

pus under their skin, in their chest cavities, in their eye sockets, etc. Semmelweis was distraught over the 

mortality rate in his ward, and other hospital wards like it all over Europe. Nuland noted that Australia, the 

Americas, Britain, Ireland, and practically every other nation that had established a hospital suffered a similar 

mortality rate (pp. 41-43). If a woman delivered a baby using a midwife, then the death rate fell to only about 

3%. Yet if she chose to use the most advanced medical knowledge and facilities of the day, her chance of dying 

skyrocketed immensely! 

 

Semmelweis had tried everything to curb the carnage. He turned all the women on their sides in hopes that the 

death rate would drop, but with no results. He thought maybe the bell that the priest rang in the wee hours of the 

morning scared the women. So, he made the priest enter silently, yet without any drop in death rates. As he 

contemplated his dilemma, he watched young medical students perform their routine tasks. Each day the 

students would conduct autopsies on the dead mothers. Then they would rinse their hands in a bowl of bloody 

water, wipe them off on a shared, dirty towel, and immediately begin internal examinations of the still-living 

women. Medical doctor and historian Sherwin Nuland commented concerning the practice: “Because there 

seemed no reason for them to wash their hands, except superficially, or change their clothing before coming to 

the First Division, they did neither” (p. 100). As a 21st-century observer, one is appalled to think that such 

practices actually took place in institutes of what was at the time “modern technology.” What doctor in his right 

mind would touch a dead person and then perform examinations on living patients—without first employing 

some sort of minimal hygienic practices intended to kill germs? But to Europeans in the middle-19th-century, 

germs were virtually a foreign concept. 

 

Semmelweis then ordered everyone in his ward to wash his or her hands thoroughly in a chlorine solution after 

every examination. In three months, the death rate fell from 18% to 1%. Semmelweis had made a 

groundbreaking discovery…or had he? Almost 3,300 years before Semmelweis lived, Moses had written: “He 

who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven days. He shall purify himself with the water on the 

third day and on the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does not purify himself on the third day and on 

the seventh day, he will not be clean” (Numbers 19:11-12). Germs were no new discovery in 1847; the biblical 

text recorded measures to check their spread as far back as circa 1500 B.C. 

 

*Continued next week* 


