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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“No Wheels” 

I once saw a person pulling a cross down the street. It was an activity 

by a local denomination. However, the cross had wheels on the 

bottom so it would be easier to carry. This is typical of many people 

today, they want a Christian life with wheels, they want an easy 

Christian life. Keep in mind the cross of Christ did not have wheels, 

but it did have nails.  

 

 

Weekly Article 

3 Good Reasons to Believe the Bible is from God 

Part 3 

by Eric Lyons & Kyle Butt 

 

REASON #1: PREDICTIVE PROPHECY (part 2) 

 

The Fall of Babylon and the Rise of Cyrus  

 

Imagine taking a trip to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and visiting the 

State House where the Constitutional Convention took place in 1787. 

During the tour, your guide points to a document dating back to just 

this side of the Convention—about the year 1820. The piece of 

parchment tells of a man named George W. Bush from Austin, Texas 

who would be President of the United States within the next 200 

years. But how could someone know that a man named George W. 

Bush would be born in the United States? And how could someone 

know more than a century before Mr. Bush ever was born that he 

would be President of the United States? Furthermore, how could 

someone in 1820 know that a man from Texas (named George W. 

Bush) would be President of the United States when Texas wasn’t 

even part of the Union yet? Such a prophecy truly would be 

amazing! Yet, obviously no such prediction was ever made. 

Amazingly, the Bible makes a comparable prediction, which was 

fulfilled with complete accuracy. 

 

In the eighth century B.C., Isaiah vividly described how God would 

destroy the powerful kingdom of Babylon, “the glory of kingdoms” 

(13:19). Writing as if it had already occurred (commonly known as 

the “prophetic perfect,” frequently employed in the Old Testament to 

stress the absolute certainty of fulfillment), Isaiah declared Babylon 

would fall (21:9). He then prophesied that Babylon would fall to the 

Medes and Persians (Isaiah 13; 21:1-10). Later, he proclaimed that 

the “golden city” (Babylon) would be conquered by a man named 

Cyrus (44:28; 45:1-7). (This prophecy is remarkable, especially since 

Cyrus was not even born until almost 150 years after Isaiah penned 

these words.) Not only did Isaiah predict that Cyrus would overthrow 

Babylon, he also wrote that Cyrus, serving as Jehovah’s “anointed” 
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and “shepherd,” would release the Jews from captivity and assist them in their return to Jerusalem for the 

purpose of rebuilding the Temple. All of this was written almost two centuries before Cyrus conquered Babylon 

(539 B.C.). 

 

Amazingly, secular history verifies that all of these events came true. There really was a man named Cyrus who 

ruled the Medo-Persian Empire. He did conquer Babylon. And just as Isaiah prophesied, he assisted the Jews in 

their return to Jerusalem and in the rebuilding of the Temple. 

 

Jeremiah also predicted the destruction of Babylon, the most powerful nation in the world at the time the 

predictions were made (Jeremiah 50-51). He predicted that Babylon’s water would be dried up, and her soldiers 

would be drunken and sleep a perpetual sleep. The precision of his predictions was remarkably verified when 

Cyrus redirected the Euphrates River and entered Babylon through the opening where the river usually entered. 

The entrance was left unattended because the Babylonians were getting drunk during a festival celebration. 

 

Messianic Prophecies 

 

Throughout the pages of the Old Testament there are over 250 prophecies about a coming Messiah. Each one of 

these is fulfilled in minute detail in the life of Jesus Christ. While it is true that most people’s lives can only be 

chronicled after they have lived it, the life of Jesus was chronicled before He arrived on Earth. In addition, a 

host of the prophecies concerning Christ were intentionally specific and could not have been arranged by a mere 

human who was falsely claiming to be the Messiah. For instance, the Old Testament told where the Messiah 

would be born (Micah 5:2), a situation that cannot be manipulated by the one being born. The circumstances of 

the Messiah’s death were detailed, even down to His burial, which provides another instance in which the 

deceased could not have connived a fulfillment.  

 

In contrasting the God of Israel with the pagan idols of old, the prophet Isaiah issued a challenge to those who 

believed in the potency of their pagan deities. Isaiah said this about the idols: “Let them bring forth and show us 

what will happen; let them show the former things, what they were, that we may consider them…. Show the 

things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods” (41:22-23). According to Isaiah, any 

deity that could consistently forecast the future would be recognized as a true God, while any unable to tell the 

future should be relegated to the rubbish pile of false religions. In order to prove that the God of Israel was the 

true God, Isaiah quoted this from the mouth of God: “I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end 

from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done” (46:9-10). Truly, Isaiah’s God could 

tell the future. The fall of Tyre and Babylon, the reign of Cyrus, and the coming Messiah are but a few of the 

more prominent examples. When evidence is honestly considered, the truth seeker must admit that the 

prophecies contained in the Bible show that it was penned by the inspiration of God. 

 

*Continued next week* 


