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3 Good Reasons to Believe the Bible is from God 

Part 1 

by Eric Lyons & Kyle Butt 

 

The Bible is the most popular book that has ever been 

printed. It was one of the first books mass produced on Gutenberg’s 

printing press in 1455. To estimate a total number of Bibles and 

portions of it that have been produced and distributed worldwide 

throughout history would be virtually impossible, but the number 

stands well over 10 billion, since the United Bible Society alone has 

distributed over nine billion in the past 70 years (“God Facts,” n.d.). 

Without dispute, the Bible is the best selling book of all time 

worldwide (“Best Selling…,” 2014). 

 

Why is the Bible so popular? The reason most often given is 

that those who are printing, distributing, and reading the Bible 

believe it is the inspired Word of God. Most people who read the 

Bible do not think it is good advice from mere men. Nor do they 

think it is a book of fairy tales written for entertainment. Instead, 

they believe the Book they are reading is the product of the one true 

God. 

 

Oftentimes, when people are asked to give reasons that 

support their belief that the Bible is from God, they say that the Bible 

claims to be from God. It is certainly true that the Bible contains 

numerous statements that claim inspiration. Second Timothy 3:16-17 

states: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God….” In fact, 

anyone who wants to search the entire Bible will discover that it 

contains more than 2,700 instances in which divine inspiration is 

claimed (e.g., “God said;” “the Lord said;” “by revelation He [God] 

made known”). 

 

Yet, even though we would expect to find that any book 

produced by God would claim divine inspiration, such a claim does 

not prove anything in and of itself. It is a necessary trait of 

inspiration, but it is not a sufficient trait. Various books claim to be 

inspired by God (e.g., the Quran, the Book of Mormon), but are 

contradictory to the Bible, and can be proven to be inaccurate and 

deficient in other instances (see Miller, 2005; Miller, 2003). Simply 

because a book or writing claims divine inspiration is not positive 

proof of its inspiration. Any person could stand in front of an 

audience and claim to be the President of the United States of 

America. In fact, he could make that claim over 2,700 times. But his 

multiple claims to the presidency would fail to prove his case unless 

he could provide more adequate and sufficient evidence. 

 

When Jesus revealed Himself to the world as the Son of God 

at about the age of 30 (Luke 3:23), He did not expect people to 
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believe Him simply because He said He was the Messiah. On the contrary, Jesus said, “If I do not do the works 

of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may 

know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him” (John 10:37-38, emp. added). If the Messiah was not to 

be trusted merely based upon claims of messiahship, neither should the Bible. Again, though the claim of 

inspiration is important (and expected if the Bible is the Word of God), mere claims prove nothing. 

 

Those who penned the Bible did not expect the world to receive their writings as God’s Word simply 

because they claimed they were. The Bible writers insisted that their writings were not based on imaginary, 

unverifiable people and events, but instead were grounded on solid, verifiable facts. The apostle Peter wrote: 

“For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). In his introduction to the book of Acts, 

Luke stated that Jesus “presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 

them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3, emp. added). 

The Bible writers understood and insisted that the information they penned was accurate and factual, and should 

be accepted, not based on a lack of evidence or a “leap in the dark,” but on an abundance of verifiable proof. 

 

So what is the proof that the Bible is of supernatural origin? Why should an honest truth-seeker come to 

the conclusion that the Bible is the special revelation from the Creator of the Universe? In short, the main, 

overarching reason that the Bible is demonstrated to be of divine origin is because the Bible writers were correct 

in everything they wrote—about the past, the present, and even the future. 

 

Eighteenth-century English poet Alexander Pope succinctly noted in “An Essay on Criticism” what 

every rational person knows all to well—“to err is human” (1709). Even though we may set high standards for 

ourselves and learn all that we can, and even though we may put as many safeguards in place as is humanly 

possible, mistakes will be made; ignorance will be revealed; errors will occur. As great of a historian as 

Herodotus was, he sometimes erred. As brilliant of a man as Aristotle was, he was terribly incorrect at times 

(see Jackson, 1997). As accomplished a writer as was the eighth-century B.C. Greek poet Homer, sometimes 

“even good old Homer nods” (Horace, 1.359). It simply is humanly impossible to be correct about everything a 

person says or writes. “With God,” however, “all things are possible” (Mark 10:27). 

 

If an all-knowing, all-powerful God exists (and there is ample proof that He does—see Lyons and Butt, 

2014), then such a God could produce written revelation for His human creation that was flawless in its original 

production. He could guide uneducated men to write about events that occurred hundreds or thousands of years 

before their time with complete accuracy. He could “move” (otherwise) ordinary men to write flawlessly about 

any number of contemporary people, places, and things (2 Peter 1:20-21). He could even guide man to write 

about future events with perfect accuracy. In truth, the all-encompassing reason (which shall be dissected into 

three parts) that a person can come to the rational conclusion that the Bible is “given by inspiration of God” is 

because the writers of the Bible were amazingly accurate…about everything. 

 

*Continued next week* 


