
 

Bible History Lesson 3: 

The New Testament Church 

Isa 2:14 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show the valuable lessons we can learn from church History. 

 

Intro: 1. We can learn a lot about the Lord’s church, not just from the Bible but from History 

                   as well.  

  2. What we find, is encouraging and should strengthen us to follow the examples we 

                   see.  

 

I. The Church in Reality 

  1. Christ instructed the Apostles, after His Resurrection, to remain in Jerusalem & wait 

                 for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Lk 24:49) 

  2. Jerusalem had been the chosen place for the church to begin, it was the center of the 

                Jewish world and it had been prophesied that this was where the church would begin 

                (Lk 24:47) 

  3. On the first day of the church being in existence Peter preach to an enourmous crowd.  

      Peter & others knew first hand, that Christ had risen from the dead. With this and many 

    other proofs available Peter preached boldly to the crowd; Acts 2:14-36. 

 

II. The Basis of Membership 

1. The means of membership into the church is clearly seen in Acts 2:37ff. 

2. The means of membership hasn’t changed – baptism.  

3. When you combine the reports of Mathew, Mark & Luke we find that Jesus said  

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel of my death and resurrection to all 

mankind. They who believe, repent and are baptized in the name of the Father, Son 

and the Holy Spirt shall be saved and those who disbelieve shall be condemned”.  

a. Peter’s reply shows he had Christ’s command in mind – “Repent and be baptized” 

(Acts 2:38).  

b. The place of Peter’s sermon is believed by many to be on Solomon’s porch, the 

place of the baptism is believed to be Solomon’s pools.  

4. The one baptism we read about in the N.T., the baptism that brings salvation & 

membership is done by immersion (Rom 6:3-4). 

a. Early church historians also testify to the fact that baptism was done by 

immersion.  

 

III. Rapid Growth 

1. The preaching and response by the people resulted in the Apostles & the church 

having favor with the people (Acts 2:47a) 

2. Soon the number was about 5000 (Acts 4:4) 

A. Early Spread 

1. Part of the reason for the church growing so much, is because they spent so much 

time together – Fellowship greats encouragement & growth (Acts 2:46-47). 



 

2. The gospel was to go to the Jew first and also to the Greek (Rom 1:16). Soon after the 

first persecution began and the church was scattered abroad, many faithful brethren 

began missionary journies to spread the gospel.  

a. Phillip went to Samaria 

b. Barnabus found Paul and took him to Antioch of Syria.  

c. History reveals one of the reaons these journies took place was to 

establish congregations. Which is what happened many times.  

d. History tells us of others: Thaddaeus went to Eddessa, Mark to 

Alexandria and established the church and founded a school, 

Bartholomew went to India and left the new converts a copy of Matthew 

in the Hebrew language. John after being exiled to Patmos was released 

following the death of Domitian, went to Ephesus where he labored until 

he was 90. Matthias preached in Ethiopa, Thomas in Parthia and India, 

Andrew in the near east and James the less in Egypt.  

i. A detailed account of the death of James, the brother of Christ, tells 

how the scribe and Pharisees stood him on the pinnacle of the temple 

and required him to denounce Christ. When he exalted Him instead, 

the throw him down. When he didn’t die they stoned him, when he still 

survived a laundryman finally ended his life.  

ii. The same account says that James spent so much time in prayer that 

his knees had grown hard like a camel’s.  

 

IV. The Worship of the Church 

1. The Lord’s church met on the 1st day of the week.  

2. Many assemblies met in private homes, no doubt due to persuction.  

3. History & Scripture reveal that worship services included songs, prayer, the reading 

of scripture, partaking of the Lord’s supper and preaching/teaching.  

4. Although some misuse the greek word “psallo” in Eph 5:19 for the purpose of using 

mechanical instruments, the early church did not include such in worship, this is also 

supported by early scholars and ancient church history.  

  

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Bible History is in agreement with God’s Word. 

2. If we do what they did in Bible times we can enjoy not only worship but salvation as 

well. 

3. History doesn’t lie, what Christ & the Apostles taught, is what the members of the 

Lord’s church did and so should we.  

  4.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 



 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


