
 

The Seven Plagues 

Revelation 15 & 16 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the plagues mentioned in chapters 15 & 16.  

 

Intro: 1. God’s wrath will come upon the wicked.  

  2. It did during the destruction of Jerusalem and it will again on Judgment day.  

 

I.  Vision of Victory (Rev 15) 

 A.  Prelude to the Bowls of Wrath 

  1.  v.1-The events of verses 1-4 set the tone for bowls of wrath in chapter 16, with these 

                 plagues brings an end to God’s wrath.  

  2.  v.2-Just as the Jews in Moses time overcame the Egyptians by faith, God’s children 

                 would conquer the Roman “Beast” and stand on the victory side of the sea.  

a. A “sea of glass mingled with fire” would be bubbly, angry and terrifying. The 

Lord would lead his people safely through tit to the victory on the far side.  

3. v.3-4 – They would sing a victory song similar to that which Moses & the people of 

Israel sang after escaping their Egyptian persecutors (Ex 15) 

4. v.5-8 – The vision is the tabernacle of God & the “temple of the tent” is the most holy 

place.  

 a. The seven angles dressed in priestly garments come out of the Most Holy place.  

 b. They are ministers of God following His will.  

 c. The smoke is symbolic of God’s glory and power.  

  i. It’s so thick that no one can enter until the plagues are ended.  

 d. In chapter 15 the “golden censer” becomes “seven golden bowls” filled with the 

          wrath of God, signifying that this really marks the finish.  

 

II. The 7 Bowls of Wrath 

A. The 1st & 2nd Bowls of Wrath  

1. v.1-2 – The first plague afflects the earth and those who worshipped the image of the 

Beast.  

a. God punishes those who lapsed into idolatry, worshipping the statue of the 

emperor.  

2. v.3 – The “sea” represents the turbulent people of the Roman empire from where the 

Sea-Beast came.  

a. This is a sign of the ultimate destruction of the Roman empire and its 

persecuting power and parallels the 2nd trumpet (Rev 8:8-9).  

B. The 3rd & 4th Bowls of Wrath  

1. v.4-7 – As in the 3rd trumpet (Rev 8:10), the “rivers” seem to be the lesser authorities 

who derived their power from Rome.  

a. Jerusalem itself, dependent on Rome, would be included in the “rivers and 

fountains of water.” 

b. Jesus prophesied about what would come upon Jerusalem (Mt 23:35).  

2. v.8-9 – The intent of this plague was to make men repent and give God the glory.  

a. This vision corresponds to the 4th trumpet (8:12).  



 

C. The 5th & 6th Bowls of Wrath  

1. v.10-11 – Just like Pharaoh the Roman emperor-beast would know the hardship of 

darkness before he was through, yet there would be no repentance.  

2. v.12 – this bowl is poured out on the Euphrates river, drying up its water so that the 

invading kings could enter. This vision is based upon the historical fact of the capture 

of Babylon the night of Belshazzar’s feast (Dan 5:24-30).  

a. Darius the Mede had spent many months digging a channel to divert the water 

of the Euphrates around the city of Babylon instead of through it.  

i. When finished the armies of Darius marched into the city on dry 

ground and took it almost without a fight.  

ii. The vision of the 6th bowl is a picture of Jerusalem’s fall in A.D. 70.  

iii. This vision corresponds to the 6th trumpet (9:13-21) where the enemy 

troops are poised at the Euphrates, read to strike at Jerusalem.  

3. v.13-14 - The beast, dragon and the False prophet worked together to effect 

Jerusalem’s downfall (v.13).  

a. Frogs are considered by many as symbol of magical power and here 

represents Satan’s deceiving workers.  

i. The frogs are pictured as messengers to Rome’s various subject 

kingdoms, calling them to come and join the battle against Jerusalem.  

4. v.15 – A warning to the faithful to be prepared.  

5. v.16 – Har-Magedon, is the “mountain of Megiddo” (v.16).  

a. Zechariah the prophet spoke of this battle (Zech 14:1-5), all nations would 

gather against Jerusalem and would conquer her (Lk 21:20-24).  

i. The Lord is pictured as standing on the Mount of Olives (Zech 14:4) 

as the city is ravaged.  

D. The 7th Bowl of Wrath (Rev 10:17-21) 

1. v.17-19 – The “great city” was split asunder by the “earthquake.” Other cities in 

neighboring nations fell and God’s wrath was poured out on “great Babylon”.  

a. This “great city” seems to be none other than Jerusalem.  

2. v.20 – The “island fled away” is figurative of other nations that depended upon 

Jerusalem for various merchant needs were no fleeing away.  

a. No one was coming to their aide.  

b. The “mountains” that were not found is figurative of kings and kingdoms 

unwilling to come to Jerusalem’s aid.  

3. v.21 – The “hailstones” represent the hail of stones cast upon the city by the Roman 

artillery.  

a. Josephus talks about the huge stones that the Roman’s would hurl upon cities 

and enemies. 

 

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   God always punishes the wicked.  

1.   No one escapes punishment for leaving God.  

  2. No one goes unpunished for wickedness.  

 B. God can use others (included enemies) to punish the wicked.  

  1. God punished Israel for the wickedness they took part in at times.  

  2. God did this at times using Israel’s enemies.  



 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. To avoid punishment from God one must remove sin.  

  2. Without repentance, sin remains and the threat of the wrath of God remains.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9 


