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Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the challenge by Elijah to Ahab. 

 

Intro: 1. Who is Ahab (1 Kings 16:19-33). 

   a. Ahab set up the altar for Baal despite it coming at the cost of the lives of two of his 

children (1 Kings 16:34). 

 

I.  Elijah on the Mountain  

 A. Elijah challenges Ahab and his 850 pagan prophets to meet him on Mount Carmel.  

(1 Kings 18:17-19) 

  1.  Ahab mocks Elijah (v.17) 

  2.  Elijah puts Ahab in his place and issues a challenge (v.18-19) 

 B. Elijah and the people (1 Kings 18:20-24) 

  1.  The chastening (v.20-21) – Elijah rebukes Israel for wavering between worshiping the 

Lord and Baal. 

2. The contest (v.22-24) – Elijah proposes a contest between himself and the prophets of 

Baal.  

a. The preparation: Each side is to prepare a young bull as a sacrifice and place it on 

an altar. 

b. The proof: Elijah tells the prophets to call upon their god to send fire down to 

consume the sacrifice, and Elijah will call upon his God to do the same. 

 

II. The Contest begins 

 A. Elijah and the prophets (v.25-29) 

1. The shouting (v.25-26) – All morning the false prophets call out to Baal with no 

response. 

2. The sarcasm (v.27) – At noon Elijah taunts them, suggesting that their god might be on 

a trip or sleeping.  

3. The suffering (v.28) – In desperation, the prophets cut themselves with knives and 

swords.  

4. The silence (v.29) – In spite of their frantic attempts to reach Baal, the only response is 

silence.  

 B. Elijah and the Lord  

  1. The fire from heaven (v.30-40) 

   a. The prayer (v.30-39): Following Elijah’s prayer, fire falls from heaven, consuming 

the sacrifice. The people cry out, “The Lord is God” 

c. The purge (v.40): Elijah tells the people to kill all the prophets of Baal, which 

they do. 

  2. Water from heaven (v.41-46) 

   a. Elijah announces the end of the three-year drought, and a rainstorm sweeps over 

the land.  

 

    



 

III. Lessons for Us Today  

 A. Be convinced of God’s faithfulness – like Elijah. 

  1. Elijah was convinced of God’s power and trusted God to be faithful. 

  2. If Elijah had doubted God even a little, then no challenge would ever take place.  

 B. Let God shine. 

  1. The point of Elijah’s challenge was to remove all doubt from the minds of the 

idolaters. 

  2. He did not just tell them what God could do, He let God show them. 

  3. Today we do not just tell people about God, we can let the word of God speak for 

itself. 

  4. There is no greater power today than God’s Word that endures forever.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

 1. We must be careful that we never forget what God can do, even today.  

2.  We often miss God’s care and power today because we expect or look for 

something else.  

a. Let us not be guilty of such things.  

 3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9 


