
 

 When Heathens Rage 

Psalm 2:1-4 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what happens when the unruly are allowed to dominate. 

 

Intro: 1. Several times in the Bible we find where tumults are allowed to influence justice.  

   a. Matthew 27:24, Mark 5:35-39; we will discuss these later. 

  2.  Evil cannot overcome evil. 

 

I.  Uproars & Tumults in the Bible 

 A. Tumult defined 

  1.  a disorderly commotion or disturbance 

  2.  Tumults were often seen to serve an evil purpose (Ps 56:6) 

   a. they hide (to ambush) 

   b. mark my steps (premeditate attack) 

   c. lie in wait for my life (plan to do bodily harm, here it was murder) 

 B. Tumults in the Bible  

  1.  Tumults where a way to pressure others (Matthew 27:22-26) 

2.  Upsetting events sometimes caused a tumult (Mark 5:35-39) 

 

II. Tumults & Psalm 2 

 A. When the heathens (KJV), nations (NKJV) rage (v.1-4) 

1. Why does the heathen rage and devise evil things? (v.1) 

 a. Raging against godliness is not the answer. 

 b. Humble obedience to God is the answer. 

2. They align themselves against God and the godly (v.2-3) 

3. The Lord laughs at them because He is not overcome by such people and such plans 

(v.4, Psalm 37:12-13) 

 B. God’s response (v.5,10-12) 

  1. God will punish the heathen for their plots and evil intentions (v.5) 

  2. (v.6-9) The Lord’s promises are repeated, reinforcing that the Lord will subdue the 

enemy. 

  3. (v.10-11) – Leaders should be wise; this wisdom is manifested by serving God. 

  4. (v.12) – This “kiss” was a way of showing respect to the king. The Lord is the King in 

this context. Thus man kind is encouraged to respect the Lord if they want to avoid 

His wrath.  

    

III. Lessons for Us Today  

 A. Evil must be addressed the right way. 

1. One can be angry about the wrongs we see in the world, but this does not give one the 

right to sin (Eph 4:26-27).   

2. Evils should be exposed but not at the cost of the innocent and possibly even the 

supportive.  

 

 



 

 B. One must be logical and honest when opposing error. 

  1. Judge wrongs without partially (Mt 7:2) 

2. We would also do well not to uplift the wicked, even if wrongs were done to them.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

 1. The response to evil is not more evil.  

 2. What is the proper response to evil? (Romans 12:21) 

 3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9 


