
 

 

The Mark of the Beast 

Revelation 13 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from this figure filled chapter.  

 

Intro: 1. Man has at times set himself up as an idol or god.  

  2. In this chapter in Revelation we find this is what is being done by the Roman 

                  emperors.  

  3. Tonight we will look at some lessons we can learn from this.   

 

I.  The Two Beasts 

 A. The Beast from the Sea (v.1-10) 

  1.  v.1- Many ancient texts read “he” not “I” in verse 1.  

   a. This places the dragon (Satan) awaiting the arrival of this beast.  

2. v.2- The Sea-Beast has characteristics of the four beasts of Daniels vision 

     (Dan 7:3-7), and can be identified as imperial Rome.  

  3. The dragon gave the beast: His power, His seat (throne), & great authority.  

  4. The blasphemous name upon its head refers to the Roman emperor’s claims to be god.  

  5. v.3 - The strength of the beast is indicated: 

a. This seems to be a reference to Nero, because his death dealt such a severe blow to 

    the empire. 

b. The empire recovered repeatedly and persecution continued.  

 i. This could be the meaning behind Revelation 17:10-11 

  6. (verse 4-7)   

   a. v.4 – this seems to be a reference to the massive amount of people who would 

                     follow “the beast” because the crowd seemed to be going that way. The authority 

                     here could be a reference to the strong influence it had upon so many.  

   b. v.5-6 – The blasphemous things said and done lasted, it appears, for 42 months. 

                     This time shows that the extreme persecution experienced here would end, it would 

                     not continue forever. Just as Satan has been limited by God before so is the 

                     persecution here.  

   c. v.7 – The Romans were allowed to persecute God’s people and to conquer them, 

                      though their “victory” would be short-lived. The persecutors would extend their 

                      work into other nations.  

  7. (v.8-10)) 

   a. v.8 – Those who did not faithful follow God would worship the beast.  

    i. A more accurate rendering of the last part of this verse is found in the KJV 

                           which reads “whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb 

                           slain from the foundation of the world.” (v.8b) 

   b. v.9-10 –These verse seem to refer to the leading of Christians & Jews into captivity 

                      by the Romans.  

i. These verse also shows a warning for the persecutors. They will be 

punished for their wickedness.  

 

 



 

 

 

 B. The Beast from the Land (v.11-15) 

  1. v.11-12 – This beast has the appearance of gentleness & even lamb-like but it is fake.  

   a. His words are like those of the dragon.  

   b. It is through this beast that the devil deceives man. This beast is identified later as 

                     the “false prophet” (Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10) 

   c. The symbols represent the false prophetism that would come to the aid of the 

                      Roman persecutors, even as Jesus had foretold (Mt 24:24) 

  2. v.13-14 – The Earth-beast (false prophet) perform deceptive acts in order to deceive 

                 many even the elect (Mt 24:24).   

a. The false prophet urged me to erect images of the SeaBeast and to worship him. 

This signifies the emperor worship which was enforced upon the people by 1st & 

2nd Century emperors of Rome.  

3. v.15 – Pagan priest employed trickery to deceive the ignorant. By speaking from with 

the idol they made the people believe the god was speaking.  

 a. Those who refused to worship the statue of the emperor were killed, as in Daniel’s 

          day (Dan 3:5b-6).  

 

II. The Mark of the Beast (v.16-18) 

A. Restrictions for those without the mark (v.16-17) 

1. v.16- Many believe this “mark” was a certificate given to those who worshipped & 

offered sacrifices to the image of the emperor. 

a. This mark is said to be placed on the right hand or forehead in imitation of the 

“seal” which God placed on His faithful (Rev 7:3, 14:1).  

2. v.17 – Those who did not have this certificate or “mark” were not permitted to buy or 

sell at the market place.  

a. This no doubt was done in an effort to pressure all to worship the image of the 

emperor.  

b. The “mark” is further identified as the “name” of the Beast or the “number” of 

its name as we will discuss next in verse 18.  

B. The number of the Beast (v.18) 

1. Instead of this being a specific man, 666 represents inadequate man. However, he 

claims to be a god, and one that should be worshiped. 

a. By application it could be any man who was and is anti-Christ that is any man 

who is against Christ.  

i. In a book of figures it would be a waste of time to attempt to apply this 

number to one specific person.  

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Man worshipping man is sin 

1.   This action is portrayed in Revelation 13.  

  2. However, this isn’t uncommon today.  

  3.   Man must remember who He is to serve (Rev 19:10, 22:9) 

  

 

 



 

 

B. Persecution is temporary. 

  1. No persecution lasts forever. God allows Christians ways to overcome and endure 

                  hardships (1 Pt 4:12-14) 

  2. Glory is forever.  

 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Do you have the spiritual muscle required to endure persecution. 

  2. We all face hardships, but what about persecution? Can you endure? 

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


