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Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from Solomon’s early reign. 

 

Intro: 1. Solomon is one of many interesting old testament characters. 

a. There are many things to consider about his life and tonight we will look at the 

best decision that Solomon ever made.   

  2. As Solomon’s power increases and his building projects take shape, he forms an 

alliance with Pharaoh and marries one of his daughters. (1 Kings 3:1) 

 

I.  Solomon’s love for God 

 A. Solomon’s love of God (v.2-4) 

1.  The problem mentioned here is that the worship was taking place at the high places. 

(v.2-3) 

   a. There is no indication of idol worship taking place, only that they were 

worshipping God at these locations due to the fact that the temple had not yet 

been built. 

b. It is mentioned specifically that Solomon loved the Lord and that he walked in 

the statutes of the Lord.  

  2.  Solomon sacrifices 1000 animals to the Lord (v.4) 

 

II. God’s offer & Solomon’s response 

A. The details (v.5-15) 

1. The assurance (v.5)  

a. The Lord promises to give Solomon anything he asks for.  

2. The answer (v.6-9)  

a. Solomon asks for wisdom that he might govern justly. 

3. The approval (v.10-15)  

a. God is pleased with Solomon’s choice and promises to give him wisdom plus 

riches and honor.  

B. The demonstration (v.16-28) 

i. Soon after Solomon is granted wisdom, he displays his ability to judge wisely by 

settling a difficult dispute.  

1. The problem (v.16-22)  

a. Two prostitutes gave birth to sons, but one of the babies died.  

b. One mother claims that the other mother switched babies and gave her the 

dead child.  

2. The proposal (v.23-25) 

a. Solomon proposes to cute the baby in two, giving half to each mother.  

3. The protest (v.26) 

a. One mother agrees, but the other cries out in protest and is willing to give 

up the infant that he might live.  

 

 



 

4. The pronouncement (v.27-28) 

a. Solomon awards the baby to the woman who protested, concluding that 

she is the real mother. 

b. News of Solomon’s wisdom spreads through Israel.  

    

III. Lessons for Us Today  

 A. Choose the good 

  1. Solomon did something few would do. 

  2. Solomon chose godly wisdom over anything else.  

   a. This does not mean he could not make mistakes, but it does mean that at least at 

one time, he desired godly wisdom above all else. 

  3. At this time in Solomon’s life, He chose the good. 

 B. Embrace Righteousness 

  1. Solomon in this chapter embraces righteousness.  

   a. His wisdom and even his cleverness was on display.  

    i. The purpose of such was to protect and preserve the innocent.  

  2. He embraced righteousness and used the wisdom God granted him for good. 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Today we can have incredible wisdom when we embrace what God offers man. 

a. Keep in mind God offers man wisdom through obedience to command and the 

knowledge gained from studying His Word. 

2. Let us be like the Solomon we saw tonight, forgetting the things the world has to offer 

and seeking godly wisdom in order to pursue righteousness for self and others.  

a. Solomon wanted wisdom for what reason? To be a better servant for God (v.9) 

 3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9 


