
 

Honesty with God 
Acts 5:1-11 

By Russell Earl 
 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the actions of Ananias & Sapphira. 
 
Intro: 1. A common temptation in the life of any person is covetousness.  
  2. Such temptation is derived from a heart that has grown tired of the Christian life.  
  3.   Ananias and Sapphira are an example of such.  
 
I.  The lessons from Ananias & Sapphira.  
 A. Heeding to Satan 
But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep 
back part of the price of the land for yourself? (Acts 5:3) 
 
  1.  His heart was filled with wicked intentions, those same intentions Satan 

seeks to instill in men today.  
3 The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; He has ceased to be wise and to do good. 
4 He devises wickedness on his bed; He sets himself in a way that is not good; He does not 
abhor evil. (Ps 36:3-4) 
 
While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? 
Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 
(Acts 5:4) 
  2.  Peter reminds them they had control of these things.  
   i. He could have forced Satan to vacate his heart, but he didn’t.  
   ii. He could have refused such idea from the beginning, but he didn’t. 
 B. The road of betrayal and dishonesty.  
  1. It can involve others in sin as well  
7 Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 
8 And Peter answered her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?" 
She said, "Yes, for so much." 9 Then Peter said to her, "How is it that you have agreed 
together to test the Spirit of the Lord? 
(Acts 5:7-9a) 

2. Sin is a poor partner  
 
II. Intentions and honesty 
 A. Poor Intentions 

1.The intentions of Ananias & Sapphira centered around covetousness.  
2.Their intentions were not honorable, their intentions led to sin and punishment. 
3. These two had no intention to be honest until their sin was found out. 
4. We cannot serve self and be pleasing to God, Ananias & Sapphira learned that the hard 
way  
 
 



 

whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—
who set their mind on earthly things. (Phil 3:19) 

a. We must remember who we serve.  
 

 B. Honorable intentions 
  1. Our intentions today must be honorable.  
The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord, But the words of the pure are 
pleasant. (Pro 15:26) 
 (Pro 15:26) “words of the pure are pleasant” 
   a. We must be aware that “good intentions” to do not prevent an action from 

being wrong and sinful. 
  2. The actions of most today is due to health concerns. 
   a. These actions should not be used to fulfill sinful desires. 
    i. Those who seek to do so will not go unpunished. 
  3. Honorable intentions means looking out for one another, not just ourselves. 

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others. (Phil 2:4) 

    
III. Lessons for Us Today  
 A. There is never a good time to be dishonest with God. 
  1. Ananias and Saphira betrayed God. We cannot follow that example. 
  2. Every day, in sunshine and in rain we cling to God  
that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to 
Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; (Deut 30:20a) 
 B. Our faith must be honest genuine faith.  
  1. Timothy had genuine faith and God will commend us for ours as well  
when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, (2 Tim 1:5a) 
  
 2. Genuine honest faith seeks to serve God and not self.  
Hear a just cause, O Lord, Attend to my cry; Give ear to my prayer which is not from deceitful 
lips. (Ps 17:1)  

“a just cause” and “not from deceitful lips” 
 
Application & Conclusion:  
 1. Let us make sure we strive to also serve God and each other with a pure and genuine heart.  
 2.  Such selfless actions are pleasing to God and are beneficial to all we encounter.  
Let no one seek his own, but each one the other's well-being.  (1 Cor 10:24) 
 3.  Full Invitation 
 
Non-Christians must: 
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 
Repent –Luke 13:2-3 
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 



 

 
Christians must: 
Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9 


