
 

The Downfall of Saul 
1 Samuel 28,31 
By Russell Earl 

 
Thesis:  I want to show what lessons we can learn from the downfall of Saul. 
 
Intro: 1. When men are punished by God, there is ALWAYS a reason.  
  2. When Saul lost his kingdom and his life, there was a reason for it. 
 
I.  Saul’s fear and reaction 
 A. Saul fears the Philistines 
3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and buried him in Ramah, in 
his own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of the land. 
4 Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at Shunem. So Saul 
gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the army of 
the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. 6 And when Saul inquired of 
the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. 
1 Samuel 28:3-6 
 

1. Samuel is dead and the Philistines gathered together against Israel 
3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and buried him in Ramah, in 
his own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of the land. 
4 Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at Shunem. So Saul 
gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at Gilboa. (1 Samuel 28:3-4) 
 

2. Saul inquires of the Lord but receives no answer 
5 When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. 
6 And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or 
by Urim or by the prophets. (1 Samuel 28:5-6) 
 
 B. Saul’s fears result in hasty decisions 
  1. Paul goes to a medium in disguise, he has banned all mediums from Israel. 
7 Then Saul said to his servants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her 
and inquire of her." And his servants said to him, "In fact, there is a woman who is a 
medium at En Dor." 8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and 
two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, "Please conduct a 
séance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you." 9 Then the woman said to 
him, "Look, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the 
spiritists from the land. 
1 Samuel 28:7-9a 
 
   a. 1 Samuel 28:9b - reveals that the medium knew she has no business working as a 
medium and fears for her life.  
Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?" (1 Samuel 28:9b) 

 
 



 

Saul reassures her that nothing will happen to her. 
And Saul swore to her by the Lord, saying, "As the Lord lives, no punishment shall come 
upon you for this thing." (1 Samuel 28:10) 
 
A word about the “appearance of Samuel” 
A common view is that this incident did involve a real appearance of Samuel from the dead, 
affected not by the woman, but by Jehovah. It was a unique event. 

This may be supported by the fact that the woman herself was terrified by the presence of 
Samuel.  

Some say  - “This unusual act on the part of God was certainly designed to emphasize the doom 
of Saul and God’s displeasure for his coming to a necromancer”  

 
3. Samuel asks Saul why he has disturbed him 

Now Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" 
And Saul answered, "I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and 
God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor by 
dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should do."  
(1 Samuel 28:15) 
 

a. Samuel reveals that Saul will lose his kingdom. 
16 Then Samuel said: "So why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has departed from you and 
has become your enemy? 17 And the Lord has done for Himself as He spoke by me. For the 
Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.  
(1 Samuel 28:16-17) 
 

b. The reason for losing his kingdom is stated 
Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, 
therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. (1 Samuel 28:18) 
 

  i. Saul’s tremendous fear had caused a loss of appetite, even before he visited the 
medium. God’s silence had made him dreadfully afraid  

20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully afraid because of 
the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day or 
all night. 
 
22 Now therefore, please, heed also the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of 
bread before you; and eat, that you may have strength when you go on your way." 
23 But he refused and said, "I will not eat." 
So his servants, together with the woman, urged him; and he heeded their voice. Then he 
arose from the ground and sat on the bed. 
(1 Samuel 28:20,22-23) 
 
 



 

II. Saul meets his end 
 A. Saul’s death  

1. Saul and his sons are followed, his sons die. 
1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul 
and his sons. And the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons. 
(1 Samuel 31:1-2) 
 

2. Saul is injured and wants to die before the Philistines reach him. 
3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded 
by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armorbearer, "Draw your sword, and thrust me 
through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse me." 
But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and 
fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, 
and died with him. 6 So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together 
that same day.  (1 Samuel 31:3-6) 
 
 B.  Saul’s body is put on display 
8 So it happened the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found 
Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 And they cut off his head and stripped 
off his armor, and sent word throughout the land of the Philistines, to proclaim it in the 
temple of their idols and among the people. (1 Samuel 31:8-9) 
 

1. Saul’s body and his sons bodies are put on display as if a trophy (v.10) 
Then they put his armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths, and they fastened his body to the 
wall of Beth Shan. (1 Samuel 31:10) 
 
  2. Saul’s body and his sons bodies are later taken down, burned and their remains are 

buried. 
11 Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 
12 all the valiant men arose and traveled all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies 
of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan; and they came to Jabesh and burned them there. 13 
Then they took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. (1 Samuel 31:11-13) 

 
    
III. Lessons for Us Today  
 A. Learn from Saul’s disobedience 
  1. He disobeyed God. 
16 Then Samuel said: "So why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has departed from you and 
has become your enemy? 17 And the Lord has done for Himself as He spoke by me. For the 
Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. 18 
Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, 
therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. (1 Samuel 28:16-18) 
 
 



 

   a. God had made Saul His enemy – a deadly place to be.  
  2. Saul did not kill all the Amalekites as God had commanded.  
   a. This is why these things were taking place, he disobeyed God! 
 B. Disobedience always has a price. 
  1. Consider the word “disobeyed” - to be contentious, be rebellious, be refractory, be 

disobedient towards, be rebellious against 
 

2. Not only physical price sometimes but also a spiritual price as well. 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 6:23) 

 
 C. God’s reply to man is never a reason to seek advice or help from a wicked source.  
  1. God’s non-reply, was still a reply 
And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by 
Urim or by the prophets. (1 Samuel 28:6) 
  
 2. If God doesn’t reply, as in Saul’s case, there is always a good reason for it.  
   a. The actions of 1 Samuel 28:7 are sinful, no matter the events surrounding it, it was 

a sin plain and simple.  
Then Saul said to his servants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her 
and inquire of her." And his servants said to him, "In fact, there is a woman who is a 
medium at En Dor." (1 Samuel 28:7) 
 
Application & Conclusion:  

1. We must be mindful of Saul’s actions and the cost.  
a. He disobeyed God and was punished because of it. 

 2. Today we should expect nothing different when we disobey.  
  a. We may not pay for it with our physical life but we may pay for it with our soul.  
 3.  Full Invitation 
 
Non-Christians must: 
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 
Repent –Luke 13:2-3 
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11-12, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 
 
Christians must: 
Repent & Pray: James 5:16, 1 John 1:9 


