
 

 

When the Enemy comes in like a Flood 

Isaiah 59 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn about God’s feelings towards sin and justice as it’s 

found in Isaiah 59. 

 

Intro: 1. Throughout the Bible we find the affects sin has upon mankind. 

  2. We also find throughout the Bible that God is the answer to man’s sin problem. 

 

I.  Israel’s sin and its results (59:1-2; 9-11) 

 A. Sin hinders help from God (v.1-2) 

1. Sin prevents a response from God. 

  2. The sinner should not expect help from God whom he has been disobeying.  

 B.  Despair brought on by sin (v.9) 

  1. No man is overtaken by righteousness but by sin instead.  

  2. They stumble in the dark looking for righteousness and light.  

 C. Blindness caused by sin (v.10) 

  1. Sin has blinded them spiritual  

   a. They search but do not find light. (v.10a) 

   b. They stumble during the day as if its night because sin has blinded them. (v.10a) 

  2. They are like dead men because of sin (v.10b) 

   a. Sin has ruined them 

 D. No good is found when condoning sin (v.11) 

  1. Their pain, suffering and frustration is displayed as struggling animals (v.11a) 

   a. This is what sin has brought them to. 

  2. Justice and salvation is far from them (v.11b).  

   a. Sin is a wall between them and hope, between them and salvation. 

 

II. Confession and Salvation (v.12-15a; 15b-19) 

 A. Israel responds to rebuke and confesses sin (v.12-15a) 

  1. There is no hiding from their sin (v.12a), it is right in front of them (v.12b). 

  2. They confess their sins (v.13) and what their sins have caused (v.14). 

  3. Truth fails when sin is present (v.15a). 

 B. God finds no justice in man (v.15b-16a) 

  1. You will become the enemy of man when you turn from evil. No man upheld justice 

(v.15b) 

  2. There was no man interceding on behalf of justice and righteousness (v.16a) 

 C. God steps in (v.16b-19) 

  1. God saw mankind needed a hero (v.16b) 

  2. God was that hero that would bring salvation, justice and vengeance (v.17-19a) 

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A. God comes to those who repent (v.20) 

1. God is available to all  

  2. Only those who repent will find salvation in Him. 



 

 

 B. God also comes to the enemy (the wicked). 

  1. God rises against evil (v.19b) 

  2. In broader terms the enemy is sin in general (v.15b-16a) 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

  1. God will always be there to stand against sin (v.19b) 

  2. This sin may be in others, in nations or in you (v.18a) 

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


