
 

 

Overwhelming Power 
Matthew 14:13-36 
By Russell Earl 

 
Thesis:  I want to show what we can learn from the miracles of Christ and the reactions of man. 
 
Intro: 1. Christ’s life showcases many of His amazing attributes. 
  2. It’s not just His teaching but also His amazing compassion and power over nature.  
 
I.  The Compassionate Messiah (Mt 14:13-21) 
 A.  The compassionate healer (Mt 14:13-14) 

1. Just departed to a deserted place to be alone after hearing of the death of John the 
Baptizer (v.12-13a) 

  2. The multitudes knowing who Jesus was, searched Him out and followed Him on foot 
(v.13b) 

  3. When Jesus saw them He was moved with compassion and healed the sick among 
them (v.14). 

 B.  The compassionate provider (Mt 14:15-21) 
  1. The disciples didn’t think they could provide for the crowds (v.15) 
  2. With Christ no one needed to go home to have their basic needs meet (v.16) 
  3. Christ provides not just the spiritual food but here also the physical (v.17-21). 
 
II. Christ’s memorable walk  
 A. Christ’s power over the natural laws (gravity). 
  1. Matthew 14:22-25 
  2. Christ walked not on the edge of the water nor did He wade through the water, He 

walked on the water (Mt 14:29). 
   a. Why did Peter walk on the water? Because that’s where Christ was, walking on the 

surface of the water.  
 B. Christ’s power over weather.  
  1. When Christ got into the boat with the disciples the storm ceased (Mt 14:32). 
  2. With Christ there is no reason to fear (v.27). 
 
III. Lessons for us today. 
 A.   Never forget who is on the water with you (Mt 14:28-30) 

1.   Peter was the only disciple to walk on the water with Christ. 
  2. Peter was also the only disciple who fell through the water that day.  
  3.   Christ reminded Peter there was no need to fear (v.31) 
 B. Christ provided men with no reason to fear. (Mt 14:13-14,16,27) 
  1. He healed them. (Mt 14:13-14) 
  2. He feed them. (Mt 14:16) 
  3.   He repeatedly showed compassion to them. 
  4.   When necessary He lifted them up and calmed the storms. (Mt 14:27) 
 
 
Application & Conclusion:  



 

 

  1.  The New Testament provides many reasons for the faithful Christian not to fear. 
  2.  While miracles like Christ’s do not happen today we can rest assured as we find from 

His word, that we have no reason to fear but all the reasons to rest fully in Him.  
  3.   As we conclude in Matthew 14 we find Christ, yet again, shows compassion and 

power over the things of this world (Mt 14:34-36) 
  3.  Full Invitation 
 
Non-Christians must: 
Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 
Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 
Repent –Luke 13:2-3 
Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 
Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 
Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 
 
Christians must: 
Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 
Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


