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“How Does the Holy Spirit
Lead and Influence Christians?”

Chuck Northrop

To the Christians at Rome, Paul wrote, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Thus, clearly Paul affirmed Christians are led by the
Holy Spirit. However, the question arises, “How does the Holy Spirit lead and influence
Christians?” Does this mean the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, leads directly by visions or
dreams, by revelation, or by influencing thought? Or does this mean the Holy Spirit leads us
indirectly by the Word which He revealed to holy men of God? These are the only two
possibilities. Either the Spirit leads directly or indirectly. If directly, then there is no need for
the written revealed will of God, but if He leads indirectly through the Word of God, then
there is no need for direct revelation since the Word of God claims to be all sufficient. To
answer these questions, consider the context from which the statement was given.

In Romans 8:1 Paul declared, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” There are a great
number of blessings for those who are “in Christ Jesus.” In fact, they have “all spiritual
blessings” (Ephesians 1:3). There are no spiritual blessings found outside of Christ. Such
spiritual blessings include redemption (Romans 3:24), forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7),
reconciliation (Ephesians 2:13-16), salvation (2 Timothy 2:10), and as found Romans 8 “no
condemnation” (no spiritual sentence of death) are “in Christ.” Because of so many rich
blessings, those who are in Christ “walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” To “walk

after the Spirit” is the same as being “led by the Spirit,” and these are the opposite of walking
“after the flesh.” 

Question: How, then, do Christians walk after the Spirit? The answer is found in the
verses following. Paul continued, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:2-3). There are three laws found in these verses. The
first of these laws is “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.” This law is the gospel, the
truth, the New Testament, or the law of Christ. It begins with Matthew’s account of the
gospel and ends with the book of Revelation. The second law is “the law of sin and death.”
This law is the general principle: if you sin, you die (see also Romans 6:23 and Ezekiel
18:20). Finally, the third law (verse 3) is the Mosaic law. This is the law that was given to
Moses on Mount Sinai and proclaimed to Israel while wandering in the wilderness. To
answer the question, Christians walk after the Spirit by walking according to “the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (verse 2).

Here is Paul’s point: The Mosaic law was impotent in freeing man from “the law of sin
and death,” but “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” could (and for Christians did)
free people from “the law of sin and death.” Therefore, there is no sentence of death, “no
condemnation,” to those who are “in Christ Jesus.”

Further in this context, Paul contrasted walking after the flesh with walking after the
Spirit. To walk after the Spirit is to mind the things of the Spirit — spiritual living (verse 6).
To walk after the flesh is to mind the things of the flesh or, in other words, to be carnally
minded — carnal living, worldliness, sensual lifestyle (verse 6). Notice in verse 7, Paul wrote
that “the carnal mind” “is not subject to the law of God.” Remember and keep in mind, the
carnal mind is opposite the spiritual mind. Since, the carnal mind is not subject to the law
of God, the spiritual mind is subject to the law of God. Thus, to walk after the Spirit (that is,
to be spiritually minded or to be led by the Spirit) is to be subject to the law of God. Verses
8-9 concern the person who refuses to follow the Spirit of God. In other words, he or she
refuses to follow or subject himself or herself to the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

Paul’s conclusion is found in verses 12-14. He wrote, “Therefore, brethren, we are
debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” To keep this in context, to live after the flesh
is to die spiritually — “the law of sin and death,” but to be led by the Spirit of God — “the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” — is to be the sons of God and to live.



This conclusion also fits the general context of the book of Romans. Throughout this
epistle, Paul developed his stated theme: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:16-17). Notice the provisions the gospel provides.
First, it is “the power of God unto salvation.” The gospel contains all the provisions needed
to obtain salvation. No other provision is needed including the Spirit working independently
from the gospel. Second, the gospel reveals the righteousness of God. This is not speaking
of God’s character of righteousness but of the gospel which reveals righteousness or
justification through faith which is from God. Again, no other means is needed to understand
the righteousness which God imputes upon the faithful servant of Christ. Finally in these key
verses of Romans, Paul declared that from the gospel the righteousness which emanates from
God is “revealed from faith to faith.” Literally this phrase can be translated “out of faith into
faith.” From the system of faith (the word of God), Christians grow in faith (Romans 10:17).
Paul developed this theme throughout the book of Romans. The gospel is all sufficient, and
as such, there is no need for direct revelation.

This conclusion is further developed in the context of the New Testament. Peter declared
the all sufficient nature of the scriptures in 2 Peter 1:3. God has “given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness.” Nothing else is needed. When the “sword of the Spirit” is
wielded, the Holy Spirit wields His mighty power by and through the word of God which He
inspired (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 2:12; 2 Peter 1:20-21). Also consider the parallel verses
of Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16. A casual comparison of these verses reveals being
“filled with the Spirit” is to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”

Finally, if the Holy Spirit directly leads us in our understanding of the Word, then there
could be no misunderstanding because the Spirit makes no mistakes. Since there are
misunderstandings among Christians, then we must conclude the Holy Spirit did not directly
lead us in our understanding. Further, if the Holy Spirit leads us directly in our understanding
of the Scriptures, then He keeps us and guards us from apostasy. In fact, since the Holy Spirit
is perfect, it would be impossible for a Christian to fall away. However, the Bible teaches
Christians can and do fall away (Galatians 5:4; 6:1; Hebrews 6:4; Acts 8:13, 20). Therefore
the conclusion is necessary — the Holy Spirit does not lead us directly.

The Holy Spirit is pleading with you to be led by Him! No, He is not leading nor
influencing you in a direct or miraculous way. He is pleading with you by or through the
Spirit-inspired word. Listen to the Spirit’s pleading. It is not a voice in your mind or a vision
in a dream. It is the word of God — the word given to us through holy men of God by the
Holy Spirit.
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Song Leader Doyle Jackson Bill Dilks VBS

Prayer Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson VBS

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Paul Praschnik VBS

Lord’s Supper Ross Swearingen

Lesson Russ Earl Russ Earl VBS

Prayer / Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson VBS
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June 7, 2023

Welcome Visitors! You are our honored guests!

“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:20).

Expression of Gratitude: We appreciate the sacrifices our VBS teachers are giving unto the Lord.

Summer Series: This evening’s topic is “God, Having Raised up His Son Jesus, Sent Him to Bless
You” (Acts 3:25-26). The speaker is Russ Earl.

VBS starts this coming Sunday, June 11–14, 2023; Theme: Peter. Evening times are  6:30 to 8:30
including Sunday. There will be a workday this Saturday to prepare. Everyone is invited. Some
will be working at the building while others will be distributing flyers in the community. 

Our sympathy is extended to the Cash family on the passing of Bruce Cash. His service was
Saturday, June 3rd in Owasso. 

Remember in Prayer:
< Dicie Jackson received a good report from her doctor this past week. Thanks be to God!
< Bill Dilks received a good report from his doctor this past week. We are thankful to God!
< Sherry Carmona is scheduled to have knee surgery on June 15. 
< Shawn Smith, son of Vance and Darla Smith, suffered a heart attack last week, had a stint

put in, and is recovering at home. 
< Sam Orr, father of Kathy Orr, is struggling. 
< Gary and Margie McNatt, friends of the Carmonas, are having a difficult time. 
< Alexis, daughter of Stephanie Huckleby, is having hardships. 

Extended Prayer List: Jim Allison – continual health concerns; Joyce Cash – ongoing health
difficulties; Dan & Marcella Dennis  – ongoing health issues; Sammy Gray – continual health
concerns; Nelda Hudson struggling with heart problems; Chuck Northrop – blood disorder;
Vance & Darla Smith – extended health problems; Pat Taylor – ongoing health issues; LeAnna
Shafer – undergoing chemotherapy treatments; Betty Jackson – prolonged health issues;
Amanda Georgakus – struggling with cancer; Bobbye Mooney – declining health due to cancer;
Jacob Webster – recovering from dog attack.


