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200 Pianos
Paul Meacham, Jr.

An elderly man who had led singing for many years in small country congregations went to the
big city to visit family. While there, he had the opportunity to lead a group of about 350 in the
assembly on Sunday morning. Later that day, as they ate lunch, his nephew asked him what it looked
like from the pulpit with all those people out there. He replied, “Son, I saw 200 pianos.” The elder
song leader went on to explain how disappointing it was to see all those people not singing.

While most members of the Lord’s church would still protest the use of a piano (and rightly so),
many violate the same law of God by stoically warming a pew with tightly clenched lips while
praises of God are being sung. Many members will turn to Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16-
17 to show Bible authority for singing. The addition of mechanical instruments in worship to God
is then condemned, citing the lack of authority for such. While these things are true and must always
be taught “lest we slip,” we MUST realize that these same passages COMMAND singing in worship
to God. Anyone capable of “making a joyful noise from the heart” and who fails to do so is
committing sin and is in violation of God’s pattern just like a person who adds a piano.

Brethren, we must understand that ALL of God’s commands MUST be obeyed. When we refuse
to obey the command to sing because we feel uncomfortable or self-conscious, or any one of a dozen
reasons, we place our own pride above the will of God. When one chooses to add the instrument in
worship to God he places his own judgment and will above the will of God. And, BOTH are sin.

I implore you brethren to consider these things and resolve yourself to submit to ALL of God’s
laws. Until we do, song leaders across our land will continue to see “200 PIANOS” in the assemblies
of the Lord’s people. h
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THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED
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To the Corinthians the apostle said: “Watch ye, stand fast in the
faith, quit ye like men, be strong” (1 Corinthians 16:13). In all of the
texts used in this discussion, the expression “the faith” has been found.
Jude calls it “the faith once delivered.” The apostle in Hebrews exhorts
us to “follow the faith.” Now the apostle commands the Corinthians to
“stand fast in the faith.”

Here is the imagery of battle. The associations of war and the
issues of battle vibrate in every word of this exhortation. It is an appeal
to the heart as stirring as the call of a commander to comrades in a
critical period of battle. The opposing army gathers for battle in the
distance, but the foe is hidden. His movements are concealed. From
what quarter the attack may come is doubtful. So the commander’s
voice calls for vigilance — “watch ye.” Watch for the hidden foe. But
as the threatening masses form into the grim and ominous lines of
attack, as the columns of the foe advance, in the moment of suspense before the storm of the conflict
begins, the firm voice of the leader is heard to exhort — “stand fast!” When the assault has begun,
and the opposing lines bend to the shock of battle, like the meeting of angry tides, amid the storm
and tumult the familiar voice of the captain is heard again to command — “quit ye like men” —
perform like soldiers worthy of rank. And finally, when in the crisis of the imagery, it is the scene
of doubtful outcome, when the ebbing and the flowing of the tide of battle is uncertain, we can see
in this graphic language, the figure of a dauntless leader, lifting his banner and shouting — “be
strong” — do not waver; hold the line! This passage is Paul’s graphic picture of surging issues in
the church. Often the spiritual foe is hidden. Error is crouched in countless forms concealed. Christ
calls for vigilance — “watch ye.” But when error has been flushed out of the hiding, and forms into
advancing columns against the church, Christ calls for courage — “stand fast in the faith.” Then
— when the lines are drawn tight, surging issues of truth and error are locked in the grim struggle
for mastery — Christ calls for valor — “quit ye like men.” Perform like a soldier of Christ worthy
of the name. Finally, when the crisis has come in the conflict of the faith, when the turn in the tide
of events affecting the fate and fortune of the church is uncertain, when men are seen to weaken and
waver — Christ calls for heroism, the heroism of faith — “be strong” — and hold the line!

The imagery thrills me. If it does not stir you as a member of the church to an earnest contention
for the faith, your love for the truth has waxed cold. The famous general who made the stand at the
battle of Thermopolae coined the phrase: “they shall not pass!” Such scenes must have been present
in the mind of Paul when he wrote this command to the Christian: “Watch ye, stand fast in the
faith, quit ye like men, be strong.”



“Calling on the name of the Lord”
Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13
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John 6:44-45 “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him:
and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all
taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me.”

Hebrews 5:8-9 “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he
suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him.”

To “call on the name of the Lord” is nothing less than doing the Father’s will. Jesus said,
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

Listen to the Father’s will on BAPTISM: Luke 7:30; Mark 16:15-16; John 8:28; 12:49.

To “call on the name of the Lord” is to obey the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power.”

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, Jan. 11 Sunday, Jan. 15 AM Sunday, Jan. 15 PM

Announcements Chris Nelson Chris Nelson Russ Earl

Song Leader Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson

Prayer Paul Praschnik Russ Earl Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen

Lord’s Supper Chuck Northrop

Lesson Russ Earl Paul Praschnik Chuck Northrop

Prayer / Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson Paul Praschnik
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Sundays

Bible Classes. . 9:30 AM

Worship . . . . . 10:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays

Bible Classes. . 7:00 PM
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January 11, 2023

Welcome Visitors! A special Greeting to our Guests.

“Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above
the earth and heaven” (Psalm 148:13).

Expression of Gratitude: Let us be thankful to the God of heaven for the Lord’s Day, the
Lord’s Day assembly, and all who are present.

There will be a ladies’ meeting this Sunday evening after services.

Our sympathy is extended to the Swearingen family on the passing of Ross’s grandfather,
Robert Ross

Remember in Prayer:

< Chris Nelson had surgery Wednesday morning to remove kidney stones. He is now
on the road to recovery.

< Virginia Lively, former mother-in-law of Kathy Orr, is on hospice care.

< Margie Casebolt, mother of Jody Northrop, is recovering at home from Covid. 

< Nelda Hudson is being diagnosed for her health concerns. 

< Bill Dilks continues his recovery from cancer treatments.

< Ed Dindy, father of Tia Swearingen, has aggressive cancer. He is scheduled to meet
with his radiologist on January 19.

< Amanda Georgakus, friend of Sherry Carmona, has breast cancer that has
metastasized to her spine. She is home from the hospital.


