
 

Why I am a member of the church of Christ – Lesson 12 –  

because it teaches salvation is only in the church of the Bible. 

Acts 4:12 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show how salvation is only found in the church of the Bible. 

 

Intro: 1. Many have heard the question, do you have to be a member of the church of Christ to 

                  be saved? 

  2. Tonight we will see what the Bible says.   

 

I. Salvation is in the church of the Bible, because that is the group that Christ will present to 

      Himself (Eph 5:27). 

 A. Christ will only present one church to Himself. 

  1. We saw in previous lessons how there were no denominations present during these 

                  times. Thus, the church that Christ is presenting to Himself MUST be His church and 

                  not a man-made group. 

  2. If Christ is only going to present one church, then there is only one church were 

                  salvation can be found. 

a. (Acts 4:12) if salvation is only in Christ, it is only logical to conclude that 

      salvation is only in His Church. 

 B.   Other churches 

  1.   Other churches, churches not found in the Bible, only add a person to that 

                  congregation and not to the church of the Bible. 

  

 

II. Jesus, the Shepherd, taught that we must enter the fold(the church of the Bible) to be saved. 

 A.   The Lord provides the entrance to the church (Jn 10:7-9) 

  1.   Since the Lord is the only one who provides entrance to the church then those who 

                  provide entrances at “other” places of worship must be providing an entrance into 

                  something else, not the church. 

 B. The Lord’s church was purchased with a price (Acts 20:28) 

  1. Since the church of the Bible was purchased by Christ, then it belongs to Him. 

  2. Thus, it bears His name and His teachings and not those of man. 

 

III. We cannot be saved out of the church of the Bible, because God adds all the saved to it 

 (Acts 2:47). 

1. The Lord does the adding, not man, not a special prayer, not kneeling at a 

“mourner’s bench”. The Lord does not act in such ways, the Lord adds the 

obedient to His church at baptism. (Gal 3:26-27) 

2. We are added to the church because we obeyed the Lord’s commands concerning 

Salvation and thus he adds the obedient to His church, His church not any other 

church-HIS (Col 1:24)! 

 

 

 



 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Since salvation is found only in the church of the Bible, it is logical to conclude one 

       must be a member of that church to be saved. 

  2. Are you a member of the church of the Bible? If not, your soul cannot be secure. 

  3.  Full Invitation 

 


