
 

 

Why I Believe – L8 

Why I Believe Hell is Real 

2 Thess 1:7-9 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show why I believe Hell is real. 

 

Intro: 1. There are some today who teach that Hell is not real. 

a. Some have invented a place called “purgatory” where after a period of 

punishment will join the faithful in heaven. 

  2. Others teach that you will eventually be destroyed in hell thereby hell not being 

eternal.  

 

I. Is Hell a real place? 

  A. First a logical thought 

1. God dwells in Heaven (Heb 8:1; 12:2) 

 a. Only the righteous dwell with God (Ps 15:1-2) 

 2. So then where does the unrighteousness, the sinner dwell? 

  a. Not with God. Consider the rich man and Lazarus (Lk 16:22-26) 

   i. A division between the faithful and wicked is clear even in torments and later the 

final destination of the wicked, hell. 

 B. Christ taught Hell is real. 

  1. Those who mistreat others will be punished in “everlasting punishment” hell.  

(Mt 25:46) 

2. Christ warns us to remove those things that tempt us to sin because they can cause us 

to be separated from God in hell (Mt 5:29-30) 

3. Fear God who punishes in Hell, a punishment man cannot do. (Mt 10:28) 

4. Those who have killed the messengers of the past will face hell (Mt 23:33-34) 

5. Hell is eternal in nature (Mk 9:42-48) 

 

II. Who does the Bible say will end up in hell?  

   A. Psalm 9:17 

1. The wicked – (from Strong’s) morally wrong; concretely, an (actively) bad person; 

condemned, guilty, ungodly, wicked (man), that did wrong. 

2. Forget God? – You cannot obey someone you have forgotten!  

  B. Those who will not change (repent). 

1. Malachi 1:6-7a; 2:17; 3:7; 3:8a 

2. When you refuse to see sin as sin, you will not be pleasing to God and you will NOT 

dwell with Him. (Jeremiah 6:15)  

    

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Hell has a purpose 

1.   Just as heaven is place for the faithful, Hell is a place for the disobedient. 

  2. Just as heaven is a place of rejoicing and rest, Hell is a place of torment and eternal 

unrest.  

 B. Hell can be avoided! 



 

 

  1. No one has to go to hell. No one has to be eternally separated from God. 

  2. Man’s obedience or disobedience is the deciding factor.  

   a. God loves man this is clear but this does not guarantee man will ever see heaven 

(John 3:16). 

 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. What is your destination? 

2. On the judgment day finger pointing will not change your destination. 

3. Only a righteous person will dwell with God (Psalm 15:1-2) 

  4.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


