
 

 

“Reasons Why” 

Reasons Why I Cannot Join Your Denomination… 

The Roman Catholic Church 

Eph 1:20-23 

By Russ Earl 

 

Thesis: I want us to consider reasons why one should not be a member of the Roman Catholic 

church. 

 

Intro 

1. Such a lesson is not delivered because one dislikes a person or anyone who is a member of the 

     Catholic church 

2 .Such a lesson is given to bring to light some matters to consider carefully.  

 

I. Reasons Why… 

  1. The church is never described as Catholic 

       a. The term “Catholic” is not found in the Bible. 

       b. However we do finds names like: Church of Christ, The Kingdom of Christ, etc 

  2. The Catholic church has two heads 

       a. The Catholic faith says Jesus & the Pope are the heads of the church. 

       b. The Bible says otherwise (Col 1:18) 

3. The Pope, Voting & Infallibility 

      a. The Pope is selected by men.  

      b. After selection the Pope is believed to be infallible.  

      c. The true head of the church not a man, any man, but Christ (Eph 1:22-23). 

4. The clergy/laity division of members 

     a. Though God had a priesthood setup among men in the O.T. none exists today. 

     b. The Catholic leaders misinterpret the priesthood as it is discussed in 1 Pt 2:9, 1 Pt 2:5 

5.The Catholic Foundation & Peter 

     a. The Catholic church says that the foundation of the church is on Peter (Mt 16:18). 

     b.  However, we must realize what foundation is truly laid in that verse.  

     c.  We would also do well to remember what Paul says in 1 Cor 3:11.  

6. The Catholic prayer to Mary 

    a. The Catholics believe Mary has a special connection to Christ so its acceptable to pray to 

        her also.  

    b. Mary may have been the earthly mother of Christ but she is not an intercessor to Him, this 

       is not supported in scripture. 

    c. Christ is man’s only intercessor (1 Tim 2:5).  

7. Catholic teaching on Baptism 

    a. The term baptism means immersion. (Col 2:12, Rom 6:4). 

    b. However the Cathloic church “baptizes” a person by sprinkling water on their head.  

    c. Infant Baptism  

       i. The Catholic church also practices infant baptism. 

       ii. However baptism is to follow repentance and washes away sins.  

       iii. Infants cannot repent, in their innocent state they have no sins to wash away.  

       



 

 

 iv. Infants are not saved but are safe until the reach an age where they can understand what 

      is required of them. (Neh 8:2-3) 

 

8. Corruption in Catholic Worship 

    a.  The worship in the Catholic church includes mechanical instruments, which are not 

          authorized in worship (Eph 5:19) 

    b. We cannot go back to the old law, an “obsolete” to justify actions in worship today  

         (Heb 8:6-9)  

    c. Lord’s Supper 

        i. The Catholic faith teaches that when one partakes of the fruit of the vine & the 

unleavened bread that both turn into the literal blood and flesh of Christ.  

       ii. A doctrine known as Transubstantiation.  

       iii. It is also important to notice that only the priest gets to drink from the cup. The members 

            only get the unleaven bread. Again foreign to scriptures.  

       iv. When we partake of the Lord’s supper today. Each partakes and we do so in memory of 

             the Lord’s death. Nothing changes into the literal body and blood of Christ.  

             (Lk 22:19, 1 Cor 11:18-20). 

  

II. Lessons for us Today 

  A. In order to be pleasing to God. 

      1. Man cannot be pleasing to God while being part of denomination. 

      2. The reason, denominations teach doctrines contrary to Christ and are contrary to Christ by 

           definition (Jn 17:21). 

  B. The purpose of this discussion 

     1. To bring to light matters that should be seriously considered (2 Tim 2:15). 

     2. To ignore such differences is a sign of apathy. 

 

Conc: 

1. We have seen some reasons why one should not be a member of the Catholic denomination. 

2. What keeps one from becoming a member of the Lord’s body. The Bible says there should be 

nothing that prevents us.  

3. Full Invitation 


