
 

 

Lessons from Mary 

Luke 1:26-56 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show some lessons we can learn from Mary, the mother of Christ. 

 

Intro: 1. Mary is one of the most well-known women in the Bible. 

  2. There are many positive things to consider about Mary. 

  3.   There are also some false ideas concerning her as well.  

  4.   Tonight we will consider a few of these things together.  

 

I.  Lesson’s from Mary’s Morality (Lk 1:26-38) 

 A.  Mary’s Morality examined 

1. She was a virgin not simply a “young maiden”. (Lk 1:27) 

a. Virgin by definition – a person who has abstained from all uncleanness and 

whoredom attendant on idolatry, and so has kept their chastity 

  i. A person who has not yet had sexual intercourse.   

  2. Mary’s morality and purity was one that was without question.  

a. We know this because if it was not, she would not have been chosen to carry the 

baby Jesus (v.28-38). 

    i. Mary was favored by God, Mary was confessed her purity (v.34).  

    ii. Mary proclaims that the will of God be done (v.38).  

 B.  The Importance of Strong Virtues 

   i. Virtue defined: behavior showing high moral standards 

  1. Notice, Joseph was ready to depart from her if she had been guilty of such sin 

(Mt 1:19-20). 

   a. Because Joseph was just (v.19), who was not willing to join himself to a person 

guilty of such sin.  

   b. People would do well to associate with those of such character as Mary and Joseph.  

  c. Mary’s morality it seems is one of the reasons Joseph was attracted to her. Such 

immorality only repulsed him. 

  2. Mary’s character is the reason for her being chosen for such as task. We also find in 

scripture that she was not impulsive but was one who considered matters carefully 

(Lk 2:15-19;49-51) 

  3. Mary was of high morals, good character and considered matters concerning Christ 

carefully.  

 

II. Lesson’s from Mary’s Meekness 

 A. First, traditions concerning Mary. 

  1. Praying to Mary 

a. To quote some: “To pray to a Saint is to ask them to intercede on our behalf, just as 

we would a friend on earth.” 

 i. It seems some steam this idea from a poor understanding of Matthew 22:31-32. 

Some teach that these “saints” not only hear us but can provide aide.  

 ii. Many catholic sources say that Christ’s transfiguration in Matthew 17:3-4 

provides evidence of the dead hearing and helping those on earth.  



 

 

  a. However this is false. Note Ecc 9:5,10 

  2. Keep in mind nowhere in the Bible does man pray to anyone but God.  

   a. No one is recorded as praying to Moses, Aaron, Jacob, Isaac, Job and or anyone 

else.  

 B. Mary’s attitude about her role.  

  1. Mary is told by Elizabeth (the mother of John the Baptizer) that she is blessed to be the 

earthly mother of Christ (Lk 1:42-45). 

  2. Mary gives glory to God (Lk 1:46-55) 

   i. Notice the use of the word “His or He” in this section. 

    a. Thus giving glory and honor to God and not to self. 

  

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Virtue is always in style among the just. 

1.   God is just and had a job for Mary because of her character, morality and no doubt 

her meekness. 

  2. Joseph her husband loved Mary for many reasons, no doubt her virtue was one of 

those reasons.  

 B. Always be Humble 

  1. Mary had a BIG role as the mother of Christ. 

  2. However, she was humble.  

3.   Her humble demeanor stands in contrast of those who desire to pray to her.  

i. We have no indication that she ever desired people to pray to her, nor do we ever 

see Christ or anyone else encourage such.  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. We ought to be those who are virtuous, humble and faithful to God and others in our 

life. 

  2. Such characteristics are pleasing to God and those whom we love.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


