
 

 

Why I Believe…(Lesson 2) 

Why I Believe in the Scriptures 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show that there is overwhelming support to believe in the scriptures as accurate 

and inspired of God. 

 

Intro: 1. Over the years people have attempted repeatedly to dismiss the word of God. 

  2. However, a closer look will reveal the truth behind the support of the scriptures.  

 

I.  Reasons to Believe in the Scriptures 

 A.  Predictive Prophecy 

1. In the early sixth century B.C., the prophet Ezekiel mentioned several events that were 

to occur in Tyre as punishment for the city’s arrogance and merciless actions (26:1-

14,19-21).  

The prophet Ezekiel predicted: (1) Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, would build 

a siege mound against the city; (2) many nations would come against Tyre; (3) 

the city would be broken down, scraped like the top of a rock, and the stones, 

timber, and soil would be thrown in “the midst of the water;” (4) the city would 

become a “place for spreading nets;” and (5) the city would never be rebuilt. 

 a. History reveals that everything Ezekiel prophesied about Tyre came to pass. 

Nebuchadnezzar “besieged Tyre for thirteen years in the days of Ithobal, their king” 

(Josephus, 1.21).  

Regarding the prediction that “many nations” would come against Tyre, in 392 

B.C., “Tyre was involved in the war which arose between the Persians and 

Evagorus of Cyprus” in which the king of Egypt “took Tyre by assault” (Fleming, 

p. 52). Sixty years later, in 332, Alexander the Great besieged Tyre and crushed it. In 

fact, Tyre was contested by so many foreign forces that Fleming wrote: “It seemed 

ever the fate of the Phoenician cities to be between an upper and a nether millstone” 

(p. 66).  

 

By 333 B.C., Ezekiel’s 250-plus-year-old prophecy that Tyre would be destroyed and 

its building material cast into the midst of the waters had yet to materialize. But that 

situation was soon altered. Ancient historian Diodorus Siculus, who lived from 

approximately 80-20 B.C., wrote extensively of Alexander the Great’s dealing with 

Tyre (see Siculus, 17.40-46). Secular history details Alexander’s destruction of Tyre, 

which coincides precisely with Ezekiel’s prophecy concerning what would happen to 

the city’s building materials. As Ezekiel had predicted, the stones, timber, and soil of 

the mainland city were thrown into the midst of the sea in an unprecedented 

military maneuver (Fleming, p. 56), which allowed Alexander to create a land 

bridge upon which his army could come across to defeat the island city of Tyre. For 

Ezekiel to have accurately “guessed” this situation would be to stretch the law of 

probability beyond the limits of absurdity. 

Ultimately, in A.D. 1291, the Sultan Halil massacred the inhabitants of Tyre and 

subjected the city to utter ruin. “Houses, factories, temples, everything in the city 



 

 

was consigned to the sword, flame and ruin” (Fleming, p. 122). After this major 

defeat in 1291, Fleming cites several travel logs in which visitors to the city mention 

that citizens of the area in 1697 were “only a few poor wretches...subsisting chiefly 

upon fishing” (p. 124). 

Taking these accounts into consideration, it is obvious that many nations continued to 

come against the island city, that it was destroyed on numerous occasions, and that it 

became a place for fishing, fulfilling Ezekiel’s prediction about the spreading of nets. 

Furthermore, it is evident that the multiple periods of destruction and rebuilding of 

the city have long since buried the Phoenician city that came under the 

condemnation of Ezekiel. 

  2. The Fall of Babylon & the Rise of Cyrus 

a. In the eighth century B.C., Isaiah vividly described how God would destroy the 

powerful kingdom of Babylon, “the glory of kingdoms” (13:19). Writing as if it had 

already occurred (commonly known as the “prophetic perfect,” frequently employed 

in the Old Testament to stress the absolute certainty of fulfillment), Isaiah declared 

Babylon would fall (21:9). He then prophesied that Babylon would fall to the 

Medes and Persians (Isaiah 13; 21:1-10). Later, he proclaimed that the “golden 

city” (Babylon) would be conquered by a man named Cyrus (44:28; 45:1-7). (Cyrus 

was not even born until almost 150 years after Isaiah penned these words.) Not 

only did Isaiah predict that Cyrus would overthrow Babylon, he also wrote that 

Cyrus, serving as Jehovah’s “anointed” and “shepherd,” would release the Jews 

from captivity and assist them in their return to Jerusalem for the purpose of 

rebuilding the Temple. All of this was written almost two centuries before Cyrus 

conquered Babylon (539 B.C.). 

  3. Messianic Prophecies 

a. Throughout the pages of the Old Testament there are over 250 prophecies about 

a coming Messiah. Each one of these is fulfilled in detail in the life of Christ. While 

it is true that most people’s lives can only be chronicled after they have lived it, the 

life of Jesus was chronicled before He arrived on Earth. In addition, a host of the 

prophecies concerning Christ were intentionally specific and could not have been 

arranged by a mere human who was falsely claiming to be the Messiah. For instance, 

the Old Testament told where the Messiah would be born (Micah 5:2), a situation 

that cannot be manipulated by the one being born. The circumstances of the 

Messiah’s death were detailed, even down to His burial, which provides another 

instance in which the deceased could not have connived a fulfillment. 

 B.  Scientific Accuracy & Foreknowledge 

  1. Germs, Labor Fever, and Biblical Sanitation 

a. The drop in death rates of pregnant women - Semmelweis then ordered everyone 

in his ward to wash his or her hands thoroughly in a chlorine solution after every 

examination. In three months, the death rate fell from 18% to 1%. Semmelweis had 

made a groundbreaking discovery…or had he? Almost 3,300 years before 

Semmelweis lived, Moses had written: “He who touches the dead body of anyone 

shall be unclean seven days. He shall purify himself with the water on the third day 

and on the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does not purify himself on 

the third day and on the seventh day, he will not be clean” (Numbers 19:11-12). 



 

 

Germs were no new discovery in 1847; the biblical text recorded measures to check 

their spread as far back as circa 1500 B.C. 

 

  2. Germs and the Water of Purification 

   a. Old Testament “Lava Soap” 

The ingredients for the water of purification: 

 Hyssop contains the antiseptic thymol, the same ingredient that we find today in 

some brands of mouthwash (McMillen and Stern, p. 24).  

“Cedar wood has long been used for storage cabinets because of its ability to repel 

insects and prevent decay. In oil form, applied to humans, it is an antiseptic, 

astringent, expectorant (removes mucus from respiratory system), anti-fungal, 

sedative and insecticide” (“Cedar Oil,” n.d.).  

The Israelites were instructed to toss into the mix “scarlet,” which most likely was 

scarlet wool (Hebrews 9:19). Adding wool fibers to the concoction would have made 

the mixture the “ancient equivalent of Lava® soap” (McMillen and Stern, p. 25). 

  3. Quarantine 

a. The Old Testament record recorded the practice quarantine to prevent 

disease among those who may become affected. The book of Leviticus lists a 

host of diseases and ways in which an Israelite would come in contact with 

germs. Those with such diseases as leprosy were instructed to “dwell alone” 

“outside the camp” (Leviticus 13:46). If and when a diseased individual got close 

to those who were not diseased, he was instructed to “cover his mustache, and 

cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’” (Leviticus 13:45). It’s interesting that the covering of 

one’s mustache (“upper lip”—ASV) would prevent spit and spray from the mouth 

of the individual to pass freely through the air, much like the covering of one’s 

mouth during a cough. 

 

In regard to the understanding of spread of illness that is evident in the 

quarantine rules in the Old Testament, Roderick McGrew in the Encyclopedia 

of Medical History noted the following “…foreign to the classic medical 

tradition and found no place in the voluminous Hippocratic writings. The Old 

Testament, however, is a rich source for discussing the spread of disease and 

sickness, especially in regard to leprosy and venereal disease” (1985, pp. 77-78).  

Here again, the Bible exhibits amazingly accurate medical and scientific 

knowledge that surpasses any known human ingenuity available at the time of its 

writing. 

 

II. Archaeology Evidence 

 A. Archaeology & the Old Testament 

  1. Hezekiah’s tunnels  

a.  Second Kings 20:20 records the construction of the tunnel with these words: 

“Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah—all his might, and how he made a pool and a 

tunnel and brought water into the city—are they not written in the book of chronicles 

of the kings of Judah?” 

The biblical text from 2 Chronicles 32:30 further substantiates the tunnel 

construction with this comment: “This same Hezekiah also stopped the water outlet of 



 

 

Upper Gihon, and brought the water by tunnel to the west side of the City of David.” 

The tunnel—known today as “Hezekiah’s tunnel”—stands as one of the 

paramount archaeological attestations to the biblical text. Carved through solid 

limestone, the tunnel meanders in an S-shape under the city of Jerusalem for a 

length of approximately 1,800 feet. In 1880, two boys swimming at the site 

discovered an inscription (about 20 feet from the exit) that provided exacting details 

regarding how the tunnel had been constructed: 

 

“...And this was the account of the breakthrough. While the laborers were still 

working with their picks, each toward the other, and while there were still three 

cubits to be broken through, the voice of each was heard calling to the other, 

because there was a crack (or split or overlap) in the rock from the south to the 

north. And at the moment of the breakthrough, the laborers struck each toward 

the other, pick against pick. Then water flowed from the spring to the pool for 

1,200 cubits. And the height of the rock above the heads of the laborers was 100 

cubits (Price, 1997, p. 267).” 

Of the inscription, John Laughlin wrote that it is “one of the most important, as well as 

famous, inscriptions ever found in Judah” (2000, p. 145). Since the length of the tunnel 

was about 1,800 feet, and the inscription marked the tunnel at “1,200 cubits,” 

archaeologists have a good indication that the cubit was about one-and-a-half feet at 

the time of Hezekiah (Free and Vos, 1992, p. 182). Dug in order to keep a steady supply 

of water pumping into Jerusalem during Sennacherib’s anticipated siege, Hezekiah’s 

tunnel stands as a strong witness to the accuracy of the biblical historical record of 2 

Kings and 2 Chronicles. 

 

  2. The Cyrus Cylinder 

a. Cyrus, King of the Medo-Persian Empire, is among the most important foreign 

rulers of the Israelite nation. The prophet Isaiah documented that the Babylonian 

Empire would fall to the Medes and the Persians (Isaiah 13; 21:1-10). Not only did 

Isaiah detail the particular empire to which the Babylonians would fall, but he also 

called Cyrus by name (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1-5). Amazingly, Isaiah’s prophecy was 

made roughly 150 years before Cyrus was born (Isaiah prophesied in about 700 

B.C.; Cyrus took the city of Babylon in 539 B.C.).  

 

In 1879, Hormoz Rasam found a small clay cylinder (about nine inches long, and 

now residing in the British Museum) in the ancient city of Babylon. Upon the clay 

cylinder, King Cyrus had inscribed, among other things, his victory over the city of 

Babylon and his policy toward the nations he had captured, as well as his policy 

toward their various gods and religions. 

 

The nine-inch-long clay cylinder stands as proof—along with several other 

archaeological finds—to the historical accuracy of the Bible. 

 B. Archaeology & the New Testament 

  1.The Pilate Inscription 

a. For approximately two thousand years, the only references to Pilate were found 

in such writings as Josephus and Tacitus. The written record of his life placed 



 

 

him as the Roman ruler over Judea from A.D. 26-36. The records indicate that 

Pilate was a very rash, often violent man. The biblical record even mentioned that 

Pilate had killed certain Galileans while they were presenting sacrifices (Luke 

13:1). Besides an occasional reference to Pilate in certain written records, 

however, there were no inscriptions or stone monuments that documented his life. 

 

Until 1961, researchers found a two-foot by three-foot slab of rock that had 

been used “in the construction of a landing between flights of steps in a tier of 

seats reserved for guests of honor” (see McRay, 1991, p. 204). The Latin 

inscription on the stone, however, proved that originally, it was not meant to be 

used as a building block in the theater. On the stone, the researchers found 

what was left of an inscription bearing the name of Pontius Pilate. The entire 

inscription is not legible, but concerning the name Pilate, Finegan stated: “The 

name Pontius Pilate is quite unmistakable, and is of much importance as the 

first epigraphical documentation concerning Pontius Pilate, who governed 

Judea…” (p. 139). 

2. Death by Crucifixion 

a. In 1968, Vassilios Tzaferis found the first indisputable remains of a crucifixion 

victim. The victim’s skeleton had been placed in an ossuary that “was typical of those 

used by Jews in the Holy Land between the end of the second century B.C. and the 

fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70” (McRay, 1991, p. 204). From an analysis of the skeletal 

remains of the victim, osteologists and other medical professionals from the 

Hadassah Medical School in Jerusalem were able to determine that the victim was a 

male between the approximate ages of 24 and 28 who was about 5 feet 6 inches tall. 

Based on the inscription of the ossuary, his name seems to have been “Yehohanan, 

the son of Hagakol,” although the last word of the description is still disputed (p. 

204). The most significant piece of the victim’s skeleton is his right heel bone. A 

large spike- like nail had been hammered through the right heel. Between the head 

of the nail and the heel bone, several fragments of olive wood were found lodged. 

Randall Price, in his book, The Stones Cry Out, suggested that the nail apparently hit 

a knot in the olive stake upon which this man was crucified, causing the nail and heel 

to be removed together, due to the difficulty of removing the nail by itself (1997, p. 

309).  

 

 

This rare find of a spiked nail through a human heelbone is the first 

archaeological evidence that the heels of crucified victims were nailed to a wooden 

cross, as described in the Bible. Credit: Zev Radovan, Jerusalem. 

As to the significance of this find, Randall Price provides a summary. In years gone 

by, certain scholars believed that the story of Jesus’ crucifixion had several flaws, 

to say the least. First, it was believed that nails were not used to secure victims to 

the actual cross, but that ropes were used instead for this purpose. Finding a heel 

bone with a several-inch-long spike intact, along with the fragments of olive wood, 

is indicative of the fact that the feet of crucifixion victims were attached to the cross 

using nails. Second, it had been suggested that victims of crucifixion were not given 

a decent burial. Certain scholars even believed that the account of Jesus’ burial in 



 

 

the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea was contrived, since crucifixion victims like Jesus 

were thrown into common graves alongside other condemned prisoners. The burial 

of the crucified victim found by Tzaferis proves that, at least on certain occasions, 

crucifixion victims were given a proper Jewish burial (1997, pp. 308-311; cf. Adler 

and Underwood, 2004, 144[9]:39). 

 

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Sound support of the scriptures abound! 

1.   Consider the following: 

 a. Compared to the 5,700+ Greek manuscripts authenticating the New Testament, 

there are only 643 copies of Homer’s Iliad, which is undeniably the most famous 

book of ancient Greece. No one doubts the text of Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars, but 

we have only 10 copies of it, the earliest of which was made 1,000 years after it was 

written. We have only two manuscripts of Tacitus’ Histories and Annals, one from 

the ninth century and one from the eleventh. The History of Thucydides, another 

well-known ancient work, is dependent upon only eight manuscripts, the oldest of 

these being dated about A.D. 900 (along with a few papyrus scraps dated at the 

beginning of the Christian era). And The History of Herodotus finds itself in a similar 

situation. “Yet no classical scholar would listen to an argument that the authenticity 

of Herodotus or Thucydides is in doubt because the earliest MSS [manuscripts—DM] 

of their works which are of any use to us are over 1,300 years later than the 

originals.” 

i. To have such abundance of copies for the New Testament from within 70 

years of their writing is amazing. 

 B. Endless evidence 

1. The support for the scriptures discussed today, is nothing compared to what is 

available for study. 

  2. Additional Archeological support, the accuracy of the copies of the text and on and on! 

  a. Each area we discussed could easily be expounded upon much further 

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. The logical conclusion for such material is that the scriptures are indeed inspired of 

God and will continue to stand the test of time.  

  2. Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


